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The Character of God: The Suffering of Job 
Introduction to Job /  August 21, 2021 

 
Interviewer:  And you walk up to the Pearly Gates and you are 
confronted by God, what will Stephen Fry say to Him, Her, or It? 
Stephen Fry:  I will basically (notice the Odyssey) I think I’d say, bone 
cancer in children? What’s that about? How dare you! How dare you 
create a world in which there is such misery that is not our fault? It’s 
not right. It’s utterly, utterly evil. Why should I respect a capricious, 
mean-minded, stupid God who created a world which is so full of 
injustice and pain? That’s what I would say. 
Interviewer: And do you think you’re going to get in on that? 
Stephen Fry: No, but I wouldn’t want to. I wouldn’t want to get in on 
his terms. They’re wrong. Now if I died and it was Pluto, Hades, and if 
it was the twelve Greek gods, then I would have more truck with it 

because the Greeks were…they didn’t pretend not to be human in 
their appetites, and in their capriciousness. and in their 
unreasonableness. They didn’t present themselves as being all-
seeing, all-wise, all-kind, all-beneficent because the God who created 
this universe, if it was created by God, is quite clearly a maniac, utter 
maniac, totally selfish. We have to spend our life on our knees 
thanking him? What kind of God would do that?  Yes. the world is very 
splendid, but it also has in it insects whose whole life cycle is to 
burrow into the eyes of children and make them blind. They eat 
outwards from the eyes. Why? Why did you do that to us? You could 
easily have made it a creation in which that didn’t exist. It is simply 
not acceptable. (https://fb.watch/7uj-x5_Me5/ ) 

 
Seven Reasons (Not) to Study the Book of Job 
 

1.   Philosophy  The book is not able to answer the question as why a good God allows evil. 
 2.  Theme   The book is immersed in human suffering, trauma, and pain.   

3. History   The book is antiquated with an unknown date and author, with seven non-Jewish characters.  

4. Uniqueness  The book is unique to the Bible, unfamiliar and different from other O.T. books. 

5. Dialogue  The book is a conversational poetic narrative with nine characters and 34 dialogues. 

6. Genre    The book is 95% poetry with difficult and unfamiliar vocabulary, with challenging imagery.    

7. Length    The book is too long, with 42 chapters and longer than half of the Old Testament books.     

   
Dialogue Outline 
 
 Prologue:(1:1-5)  
 
 ACT 1:  Heaven and Earth Speeches      
   Dialogue 1: God & Satan (1:6-12) 
   Dialogue 2: Servants & Job (1:13-22) 
 
 ACT 2:  Heaven and Earth Speeches    
   Dialogue 3: God & Satan (2:1-8) 
   Dialogue 4: Wife & Job (2:9-10) 
  
 ACT 3:  Friends and Job Speeches     
   Dialogue 5: Friends  (2:11-13) 
   Dialogue 6: Job     (3) 
 
 ACT 4:  Friends and Job Speeches  
   Dialogue 7: Eliphaz   (4-5) 
   Dialogue 8: Job   (6-7) 
   Dialogue 9:  Bildad   (8) 
   Dialogue 10: Job   (9-10) 
   Dialogue 11: Zophar  (11) 
   Dialogue 12: Job   (12-14) 
 
 ACT 5:  Friends and Job Speeches  
   Dialogue 13: Eliphaz  (15) 
    Dialogue 14: Job   (16-17) 
   Dialogue 15 Bildad  (18) 
    Dialogue 16: Job   (19) 
   Dialogue 17: Zophar  (20) 
   Dialogue 18: Job   (21) 

    
 
ACT 6:  Friends and Job Speeches     
  Dialogue 19: Eliphaz  (22) 
   Dialogue`20: Job   (23-24) 
  Dialogue 21: Bildad  (25) 
   Dialogue 22: Job   (26) 
  Dialogue 23: Job   (27) 
  Dialogue 24: Job   (28) 
  Dialogue 25: Job   (29-31) 
   
ACT 7:  A Friend Speech     
  Dialogue 26: Elihu  (32-33) 
  Dialogue 27: Elihu  (34) 
  Dialogue 28: Elihu  (35) 
  Dialogue 29: Elihu  (36-37) 
 
ACT 8:  God and Job Speeches     
  Dialogue 30: God   (38-39)  
  Dialogue 31: Job   (40:3-5) 
  Dialogue 32: God   (40:6-34) 
  Dialogue 33: Job   (42:1-6) 
 
ACT 9: God Speech 
  Dialogue 34: God    (42:7-9)  
 
Epilogue  (Job 42:10-17)
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Literary Outline 

 A)  The Suffering of Job          (1:1-2:13)     Narrative 

 B)  Job’s Introductory Speech        (3:1-36)       Poetry 

 C)   Cycle of Speeches by Job and his friends    (4:1-27:23)       Poetry 

 D)    Thesis: God’s Wisdom       (28:1-28)         Poetry 

 C1)   Cycle of Speeches by Job and his younger friend   (29:1-37:24)       Poetry 

 B1)  God’s Closing Speech         (38:1-42:6)      Poetry 

 A1) The Suffering of Job Reversed        (42:7-17)      Narrative 
 
 

THE ATTACK ON THE CHARACTER OF GOD  
Job 1-2 

 
A)  ON EARTH: INTRODUCTION TO JOB  (Job 1:1-5, ESV) 
   
 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and  

• that man was blameless and upright,  
• one who feared God and  
• turned away from evil.  

 
• There were born to him seven sons and three daughters.  
• He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many 

servants,  
• so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east.  

 
Clothing:   7,000 sheep 
Food:   7,000 sheep, 1,000 oxen 
Milk:  3,000 camels, 1,000 Oxen 
Crops:  1,000 oxen 

Transportation: 3,000 camels, 500 donkeys 
Employees:  Servants 
Supervisors:  10 children 

  
His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on his day, and they would send and invite 
their three sisters to eat and drink with them. And when the days of the feast had run their course,  
• Job would send and consecrate them, and  
• he would rise early in the morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For 

Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts.”    
• Thus Job did continually. 

 
 
B)    IN HEAVEN: SATAN’S 1ST CHALLENGE  (Job 1:6-12, ESV) 
   

Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan 
also came among them.  
 
The LORD said to Satan, “From where have you come?”  
 
Satan answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on 
it.”  
 
And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?”  
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Then Satan answered the LORD and said,  
• “Does Job fear God for no reason?  
• Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he has, on every side?  
• You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land.  
• But stretch out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.”  
 
And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out 
your hand.”  
 

 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 
 
 
C)       ON EARTH: JOB’S SUFFERING  (Job 1:13-22, ESV) 

  
Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their 
oldest brother’s house, and there came a messenger to Job and said,  
“The oxen were plowing and the donkeys feeding beside them, and the Sabeans fell upon them and took 
them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”  

  
While he was yet speaking, there came another and said,  
“The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I 
alone have escaped to tell you.”  

 

While he was yet speaking, there came another and said,  
“The Chaldeans formed three groups and made a raid on the camels and took them and struck down the 
servants with the edge of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”  

 

While he was yet speaking, there came another and said,  
“Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, and behold, a 
great wind came across the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young 
people, and they are dead, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 

 
 
D)        ON EARTH: JOB’S RIGHTEOUS RESPONSE   (Job 1:20-22, ESV) 

 
Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and 
worshiped.  
 
And he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD 
gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” 
 
In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. 

 
 
B1)   IN HEAVEN: GOD AND SATAN’S 2ND CHALLENGE  (Job 2:1-6, ESV) 
 

 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD, and 
 Satan also came among them to present himself before the LORD.  
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And the LORD said to Satan, “From where have you come?”  
Satan answered the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on 
it.”  
 
And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although you 
incited me against him to destroy him without reason.”  
 
Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man has he will give for his life. But 
stretch out your hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.”  
 
And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.” 

 
 
C1)     ON EARTH: JOB’S SECOND SUFFERING  (Job 2:7-8, ESV) 
   

  So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and struck Job with loathsome sores from  
  the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. And he took a piece of broken pottery with which 
  to scrape himself while he sat in the ashes. 

 
Physical Disease: Pemphigus Foliaceus  

1. Inflamed, ulcerous sores  (2:7) 
2. Itching     (2:8) 
3. Changes in facial skin  (2:7, 12) 
4. Loss of appetite    (3:24) 
5. Depression    (3:24-25) 
6. Loss of Strength   (6:11) 
7. Worms in the boils   (7:5) 
8. Running sores    (7:5) 
9. Difficulty in breathing  (9:18) 

10. Darkness under the eyes  (16:16) 
11. Foul breath     (19:17) 
12. Loss of weight     (19:20; 33:21) 
13. Continual pain     (30:17) 
14. Restlessness     (30:27) 
15. Blackened skin    (30:30) 
16. Peeling skin     (30:30) 
17. Fever      (30:30) 

 
D1)       ON EARTH: JOB’S SECOND RIGHTEOUS RESPONSE  (Job 2:9-10, ESV) 

 

   Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die.”  
   But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women would speak. Shall we receive  
   good from God,and shall we not receive evil?”  
   In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

A1)   ON EARTH: INTRODUCTION TO JOB’S FRIENDS  (Job 2:11-13, ESV) 
 

Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that had come upon him, they came each from his own 
place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.  
• They made an appointment together to come to show him sympathy and comfort him. And  
• when they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. And  
• they raised their voices and wept, and  
• they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads toward heaven. And  
• they sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they 

saw that his suffering was very great. 


