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The Wisdom of God 
Job 28 / November 13, 2021 

 
Literary Outline 

 A)  The Suffering of Job          Narrative    (1:1-2:13) 
 B)  Job’s Introductory Speech        Poetry    (3:1-36)  
 C)   Cycle of Speeches by Job and his friends    Poetry   (4:1-27:23)  
 D)    Thesis: God’s Wisdom         Poetry  (28:1-28) 
 C1)   Cycle of Speeches by Job and his younger friend  Poetry   (29:1-37:24)  
 B1)  God’s Closing Speech         Poetry    (38:1-42:6)  
 A1) The Suffering of Job Reversed       Narrative    (42:7-17)  

 
Introduction: Source of All Treasure (28:1-2) 

 
“Surely there is a mine for silver, / and a place for gold that they refine. 
Iron is taken out of the earth, / and copper is smelted from the ore. 

 
First Stanza: The Discovery of Earthly Treasure (28:3-11) 

 
Man puts an end to darkness / and searches out to the farthest limit /  the ore in gloom and 
 deep darkness. 
He opens shafts in a valley away from where anyone lives; / they are  forgotten by travelers; / 
 they hang in the air, far away from  mankind; they swing to and fro. 
As for the earth, out of it comes bread, / but underneath it is turned up as by fire. 
Its stones are the place of sapphires, / and it has dust of gold. 
“That path no bird of prey knows, / and the falcon's eye has not seen it. 
The proud beasts have not trodden it; / the lion has not passed over it. 
“Man puts his hand to the flinty rock / and overturns mountains by the roots. He cuts out 
 channels in the rocks, / and his eye sees every precious thing. 
He dams up the streams so that they do not trickle, / and the thing  that is hidden he brings 
 out to light. 

 
 Refrain and Response: Wisdom Elusive (28:12-14) 

 
“But where shall wisdom be found? / And where is the place of  understanding? 
Man does not know its worth, / and it is not found in the land of the living. 
The deep says, ‘It is not in me,’ / and the sea says, ‘It is not with  me.’ 

 
Second Stanza: Wisdom as the Most Valuable Treasure  (28:15-19) 

 
It cannot be bought for gold, / and silver cannot be weighed as its price. 
It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir, / in precious onyx or sapphire. 
Gold and glass cannot equal it, / nor can it be exchanged for jewels of fine gold. 
No mention shall be made of coral or of crystal; / the price of wisdom is above pearls. 
The topaz of Ethiopia cannot equal it, / nor can it be valued in pure gold. 
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  Refrain and Response: Wisdom Elusive (28:20-22) 
 
“From where, then, does wisdom come? / And where is the place of  understanding? 
It is hidden from the eyes of all living / and concealed from the  birds of the air. 
Abaddon and Death say, / ‘We have heard a rumor of it with our ears.’ 

 
Third Stanza: God and Wisdom  (28:23-27) 

 
“God understands the way to it, / and he knows its place. 
For he looks to the ends of the earth / and sees everything under the heavens. 
When he gave to the wind its weight / and apportioned the waters by measure, 
when he made a decree for the rain / and a way for the lightning of the  thunder, 
then he saw it and declared it; / he established it, and searched it out. 

 
Conclusion: Source of Wisdom (28:28) 

 
 And he said to man, 
‘Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, / and to turn away from evil is 
 understanding.’” 
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WISDOM IN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT 

 

Moses: Wisdom of The Exodus 
But you who held fast to the LORD your God are all alive today. See, I have taught you statutes and rules, 
as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should do them in the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it. Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your understanding in the 
sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise 
and understanding people.’  For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as the LORD our 
God is to us, whenever we call upon him? And what great nation is there, that has statutes and rules so 
righteous as all this law that I set before you today? (Deuteronomy 4:4-8, ESV) 

 
Solomon: Trust in the Lord 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart, / and do not lean on your  own understanding. 
In all your ways acknowledge him, / and he will make straight your paths. 
Be not wise in your own eyes, / fear the LORD, and turn away from evil. 
It will be healing to your flesh / and refreshment to your bones. (Proverbs 3:5-8, ESV) 

 
Solomon: Wisdom at Creation 

“The LORD possessed me at the beginning of his work, / the first of his acts of old. 
Ages ago I was set up, / at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
When there were no depths I was brought forth, / when there were no springs abounding with  water. 
Before the mountains had been shaped, / before the hills, I was brought forth, 
before he had made the earth with its fields, / or the first of the dust of the world. 
When he established the heavens, I was there; / when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
when he made firm the skies above, / when he established the fountains of the deep, 
when he assigned to the sea its limit, / so that the waters might not transgress his command, /  when 
he marked out the foundations of the earth, 
then I was beside him, like a master workman, / and I was daily  his delight, / rejoicing before him 
 always, 
rejoicing in his inhabited world / and delighting in the children  of man. 
“And now, O sons, listen to me: / blessed are those who keep my ways. 
Hear instruction and be wise, / and do not neglect it. 
Blessed is the one who listens to me, / watching daily at my  gates, / waiting beside my doors. 
For whoever finds me finds life / and obtains favor from the LORD, 
but he who fails to find me injures himself; / all who hate me love death.” (Proverbs 8:22-36, ESV) 

 
Jesus: Wisdom of Creation 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 
made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
has not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people 
did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
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whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made 
him known. (John 1:1-18, ESV) 
 

Jesus: Wisdom of His Birth 
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 
God was upon him. (Luke 2:39-40, ESV) 
 

Jesus: Wisdom of Jonah, the Queen of Sheba, John the Baptist 
Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” 
But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the 
great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of 
Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.  
 
The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came 
from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon 
is here. (Matthew 12:38-42, ESV) 
 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” (Matthew 11:18-19, ESV) 
 

Paul: Wisdom of the Salvation of the Gentiles and the Hardness of the Jews 
Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial 
hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel 
will be saved, as it is written, 

 
“The Deliverer will come from Zion, /  he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”; 
“and this will be my covenant with them /  when I take away their sins.” 

 
As regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are beloved for the 
sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. For just as you were at one 
time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they too have 
now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy.  For 
God has consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 
 
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments 
and how inscrutable his ways! 

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, /  or who has been his counselor?” 
“Or who has given a gift to him /  that he might be repaid?” 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. (Romans 11:25-
36, ESV) 


