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The Theological Paradox: The Goodness of God and the Suffering of Humans 
Job 3 

 
• “If God were good, He would wish to make His creatures perfectly happy, and if God were almighty, He would be able to do what He 

wished. But the creatures are not happy. Therefore God lacks either goodness, or [ower, or both. This is the problem of pain, in its 
simplest form.”  (C. S. Lewis. The Problem of Pain) 

 
• “Suffering, in fact, is only a problem to the person with faith in a good God. The atheist, of course, has to come to terms with suffering, but 

for him it is merely a fact, part of the absurdity, perhaps, of the world. But the fact that many people perceive suffering to be a problem is 
itself a witness to the fact that there exists a good God, in whose light the existence of suffering poses us questions. As Francis I. Andersen 
comments: 

‘There are no ‘accidents’ in a universe ruled by the one sovereign Lord. Hence Job’s problem. Such mishaps are not a problem for the 
polytheist, the dualist, the atheist, the naturalist, the fatalist, the materialist, the agnostic. An annoyance, a tragedy even, but not a 
problem. Suffering caused by human wickedness or by the forces of nature is ultimately a problem only for a believer in the one 
Creator who is both good and almighty; so this problem can only arise within the Bible with its distinctive moral monotheism.’” 
(Atkinson, D. (1991). The Message of Job: Suffering and Grace. (J. A. Motyer & D. Tidball, Eds.) (pp. 26–27). Nottingham, England: 
Inter-Varsity Press.)

Reading Job: Use Multiple Translations 
 

Vs New International Reader’s Version 2nd Grade New Living Translation 6th 
1-2 After a while, Job opened his mouth to speak. He cursed the day he 

had been born. 2 He said, 
At last Job spoke, and he cursed the day of his birth. He 
said: 

3 • “May the day I was born be wiped out. 
• May the night be wiped away when people said, ‘A boy is 

born!’ 

• “Let the day of my birth be erased,  
• and the night I was conceived. 

4 • May that day turn into darkness. 
• May God in heaven not care about it. 
• May no light shine on it. 

• Let that day be turned to darkness.  
• Let it be lost even to God on high,  
• and let no light shine on it. 

5 • May gloom and total darkness take it back. 
• May a cloud settle over it. 
• May blackness cover it up. 

• Let the darkness and utter gloom claim that day for its own.  
• Let a black cloud overshadow it,  
• and let the darkness terrify it. 

6 • May deep darkness take over the night I was born. 
• May it not be included among the days of the year. 
• May it never appear in any of the months. 

• Let that night be blotted off the calendar,  
• never again to be counted among the days of the year,  
• never again to appear among the months. 

7 • May no children ever have been born on that night. 
• May no shout of joy be heard in it. 

• Let that night be childless.  
• Let it have no joy. 

8 • May people say evil things about that day. 
• May people ready to wake the sea monster Leviathan say evil 

things about that day. 

• Let those who are experts at cursing—  
• whose cursing could rouse Leviathan—  
• curse that day. 

9 • May its morning stars become dark. 
• May it lose all hope of ever seeing daylight. 
• May it not see the first light of the morning sun. 

• Let its morning stars remain dark.  
• Let it hope for light, but in vain;  
• may it never see the morning light. 

10 • It didn’t keep my mother from letting me be born. 
• It didn’t keep my eyes from seeing trouble. 

• Curse that day for failing to shut my mother’s womb, 
• for letting me be born to see all this trouble. 

 
Reading Levels of Bible Translations 

 New International Readers Version  2nd Grade 
 New Century Version     3rd Grade 
 Contemporary English Version   4th Grade 
 New Living Translation    6th Grade 

New International Version    7th Grade 
English Standard Version    8th Grade 
New American Standard Bible   11th Grade 

 
How To Read Biblical Poetry: Pod Casts from the Bible Project 

 
 The Thunder of God (Part 1) 

  https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series-h2r-p17-poetry-e1-thunder-god/ 
 God Speaks in Poetry (Part 2) 

   https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series-h2r-p18-poetry-e2-god-speaks-poetry/ 
 Metaphor and Our Imagination (Part 3) 

   https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series-h2r-p19-metaphor-e1-metaphor-our-imagination/ 
 

https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series-h2r-p17-poetry-e1-thunder-god/
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series-h2r-p18-poetry-e2-god-speaks-poetry/
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/series-h2r-p19-metaphor-e1-metaphor-our-imagination/
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The Goodness of God and the Suffering of Humans 
 
Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that had come upon him, they came each from his own 
place, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite.  

1. They made an appointment together to come  
2. to show him sympathy and comfort him. And  
3. when they saw him from a distance, they did not recognize him. And  
4. they raised their voices and wept, and  
5. they tore their robes and  
6. sprinkled dust on their heads toward heaven. And 
7. they sat with him on the ground seven days and seven nights, and no one spoke a word to him, for they 

saw that his suffering was very great. (Job 2:11-13, ESV) 
 
 
After this Job opened his mouth and cursed the day of his birth. And Job said: (3:1-2, ESV) 
 
The Curses of Job: His Birth (3-10) 
 
 A)  Job curses his birth day and night (3-9) 
 

“Let the day perish on which I was born, / and the night that said, / ‘A man is conceived.’ 
Let that day be darkness! / May God above not seek it, / nor light shine upon it. 
Let gloom and deep darkness claim it. / Let clouds dwell upon it; / let the blackness of the day 
 terrify it. 
That night—let thick darkness seize it! / Let it not rejoice among the days of the year; / let it not 
 come into the number of the months. 
Behold, let that night be barren; /  let no joyful cry enter it. 
Let those curse it who curse the day, / who are ready to rouse up Leviathan. 
Let the stars of its dawn be dark; / let it hope for light, but have none, / nor see the eyelids of the 
 morning, 
 

THE BIRTH OF CREATION: LIGHT AND DAY 
DAY 1: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated 
the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. (Genesis 1:1-5, ESV) 
 
DAY 4: And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let 
them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to 
give light upon the earth.” And it was so.  
And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  
And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. (Genesis 1:14-19, ESV) 

 
 A1) Job explains his curses: His Misery in the Present (10) 
 

 because it did not shut the doors of my mother's womb, / nor hide trouble from my eyes. 
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The Lament of Job: Death at Birth (11-26) 
 
 A)  Job Laments by questioning God for allowing suffering (11-23) 
 

1. “Why did I not die at birth, / come out from the womb and expire? 
2. Why did the knees receive me? /   
3. Or why the breasts, that I should nurse? 

   
  For then I would have lain down and been quiet; / I would have slept; then I would have been 
   at rest, 
  with kings and counselors of the earth / who rebuilt ruins for themselves, 
  or with princes who had gold, / who filled their houses with silver. 

  
4. Or why was I not as a hidden stillborn child, / as infants who never see the light? 
 

  There the wicked cease from troubling, / and there the weary are at rest. 
  There the prisoners are at ease together; / they hear not the voice of the taskmaster. 
  The small and the great are there, / and the slave is free from his master. 

  
5. “Why is light given to him who is in misery, / and life to the bitter in soul, 

   who long for death, but it comes not, / and dig for it more than for hidden treasures, 
   who rejoice exceedingly / and are glad when they find the grave? 
 

6. Why is light given to a man whose way is hidden, / whom God has hedged in? 
 

  For my sighing comes instead of my bread, / and my groanings are poured out like water. 
 
 A1)  Job Explains his Lament: No Rest in the Present  (25-26) 
  

  For the thing that I fear comes upon me, / and what I dread befalls me. 
  I am not at ease, nor am I quiet; / I have no rest, but trouble comes.” 
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God in the Darkness 
 

Creation 
 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the 
darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
(Genesis 1:3-5, ESV) 

 
Covenant with Abraham 
 

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. Then the LORD said to 
Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be 
afflicted for four hundred years.  But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great 
possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in 
the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day 
the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 
Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,  the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, 
the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” (Genesis 15:12-20, ESV) 

 
Plague of Darkness through Moses 
 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a darkness to 
be felt.”  
So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt three days.  They did not see one 
another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the people of Israel had light where they lived.  
(Exodus 10:21-29, ESV) 

 
The Giving of the Law to Moses 
 

Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the 
people were afraid and trembled, and they stood far off and said to Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak 
to us, lest we die.” Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that the fear of him may be before you, that you 
may not sin.” The people stood far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. (Exodus 20:18-21, ESV) 
 

Cross of Jesus 
 

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!”  
But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed justly, 
for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.”  
And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  
And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun’s light failed. And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And 
having said this he breathed his last. (Luke 23:39-46, ESV) 

 
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  And some of the bystanders, hearing 
it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it 
to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”  And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice 
and yielded up his spirit. (Matthew 27:45-50, ESV) 

 
The Conversion of Paul 
 

Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. And falling to the ground, he 
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom 
you are persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him stood 
speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they 
led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. (Acts 9:3-9, 
ESV) 

 


