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First Monster: How We Should Think About Ourselves and God 
Job 40-41 / February 12, 2022 

 
 

 

A1)  The Lord’s Second Confrontation with Job  (40:1-2) 

 

 And the Lord said to Job: 
 “Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? / He who argues with God, let him answer it.” 
 

C)   Job’s First Reply to God (40:3-5) 

 

 Then Job answered the Lord and said: 
“Behold, I am of small account; what shall I answer you? / I lay my hand on my mouth. 
I have spoken once, and I will not answer; / twice, but I will proceed no further.” 

 

A2)   The Lord’s Third Confrontation with Job 

 

God’s Introduction: Rebuke of Job for God’s “Injustice” (40:6-14) 

  

 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: 
 “Dress for action like a man; / I will question you, and you make it known to me. 
  

  How Can Job Condemn God for His Injustice? 

  Will you even put me in the wrong? / Will you condemn me that you may be in the right? 
 

 Can Job Match God’s Strength and Glory? 

 Have you an arm like God, / and can you thunder with a voice like his? 
 “Adorn yourself with majesty and dignity; / clothe yourself with glory and splendor. 

 

 Can Job Display God’s Anger Against the Wicked? 

 Pour out the overflowings of your anger, / and look on everyone who is proud and abase him. 
 Look on everyone who is proud and bring him low / and tread down the wicked where they  
  stand. 
 Hide them all in the dust together; / bind their faces in the world below. 

 

 If So, Then God Will Admit to Job’s Complaint 

  Then will I also acknowledge to you / that your own right hand can save you. 
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B1) The Lord’s 2nd Explanation: Two Powerful Creatures   (40:15-24) 
 

Background to the Two Sea Creatures 

 

1. Mythology of the Far East: Monsters of the Darkness and the Sea 

 
“In the ancient Near East a monster is a common symbol to represent a watery chaos that threatens life in the world.” 
(Dictionary of Biblical Imagery, page 562) 

 

• Akkadian Period (2000 BC):  A god, seated on a mountain, oversees two rivers leading to two oceans. Two    
      goddesses rise up out of the rivers, while another god does battle with unruly     
     waters of the rivers.  

• Akkadian Period (2000 BC):  A seven-headed dragon with flames from its back is attacked by two gods.  
• Syrian (1700 BC):    A chaos serpent attacks the “tree of life” as a god attacks and kills the serpent. 
• Hittites (1700-1200 BC):   A fiery serpent’s body, depicting the mighty waves of the ocean, is attacked by a   

       god of the storms. 
• Egypt (1000 BC):   A monstrous serpent (Apophis) is the embodiment of the dark sea and the evening    

     clouds. 
• Egypt (1000 BC):    A serpent from the wild waves of the ocean attacks the sun god, Re, but is      

     destroyed by another god, Seth.  

 

2. Creation Story: God Has Authority Over the Darkness and the Waters 

 
 “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was 
 over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.”  (Genesis 1:1-2, ESV) 
 

• Day 1: Light and Darkness Separated  
  

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light  was good. And God separated 
the light from the darkness. (Genesis 1:3-4, ESV) 
 

• Day 2: Waters and Waters Separated  
 

And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 
(Genesis 1:6 ESV) 
 
“The historical context is that all peoples in the all parts of the world, including the ancient Near East, from the 
beginning of history until 200 AD (and almost all peoples after that until modern times) believed that the sky, the 
firmament, was rock solid”  (NIV Application Commentary: Job. John Walton. Page 111) 
 

• Day 3: Waters and Land Separated 
 

And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land 
appear.” And it was so. (Genesis 1:9, ESV) 
 

• Day 4: Days and Nights Separated 
  

And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. (Genesis 1:14, 
ESV) 
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• Day 5: Water Creatures and Birds Separated 
 

And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the heavens.” So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which 
the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. (Genesis 1:20-21, ESV) 
 

• Day 6: Animals and Humans Separated 
 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and 
beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. (Genesis 1:24, ESV) 

 
 

3. Psalms and Prophets: God Rules Over the “Monsters” of the Waters 
 
• O LORD God of hosts, / who is mighty as you are, O LORD, / with your faithfulness all around you? 

You rule the raging of the sea; / when its waves rise, you still them. 
You crushed Rahab like a carcass; / you scattered your enemies with your mighty arm. 
The heavens are yours; the earth also is yours; / the world and all that is in it, you have founded them. (Psalms 89:8-11, 
ESV) 

 

• Yet God my King is from of old, / working salvation in the midst of the earth. 
You divided the sea by your might; / you broke the heads of the sea monsters on the waters. 
You crushed the heads of Leviathan; / you gave him as food for the creatures of the wilderness. 
You split open springs and brooks; / you dried up ever-flowing streams. 
Yours is the day, yours also the night; / you have established the heavenly lights and the sun. 
You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth; / you have made summer and winter. (Psalms 74:12-17) 

 
• Come, my people, enter your chambers, / and shut your doors behind you; 

hide yourselves for a little while / until the fury has passed by. 
For behold, the LORD is coming out from his place / to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, 
and the earth will disclose the blood shed on it, / and will no more cover its slain. 
In that day the LORD with his hard and great and strong sword will punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent, Leviathan the 
twisting serpent, and he will slay the dragon that is in the sea. (Isaiah 26:20-27:1, ESV) 
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First Creature: Behemoth’ Strength (Hippopotamus-like)  (40:15-24) 

  

 Origen 

 

1. Created:  Behold, Behemoth, / which I made as I made you; /  
 

Diet 

 

2. Grass:   he eats grass like an ox. 
 

Body 

 

3. Loins:   Behold, his strength in his loins, /  
4. Stomach:  and his power in the muscles of his belly. 
5. Genitalia:  He makes his tail stiff like a cedar; / the sinews of his thighs are knit      

    together. 
6. Bones:   His bones are tubes of bronze, / 
7. Limbs:   his limbs like bars of iron.  
8. Conclusion:  “He is the first of the works of God; / let him who made him bring near his    

    sword!  

Dwelling 

 

9. Mountains:  For the mountains yield food for him / where all the wild beasts play. 
10. Rivers:   Under the lotus plants he lies, / in the shelter of the reeds and in the marsh. 
     For his shade the lotus trees cover him; / the willows of the brook surround him. 

 

Character 

 

11. Fearless:  Behold, if the river is turbulent he is not frightened; /  
12. Confident:  he is confident though Jordan rushes against his mouth. 
13. Bold:   Can one take him by his eyes, / or pierce his nose with a snare? 

 


