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Jude, the Whistleblower: Warnings of False Prophets 
Jude 1-25 / May 15, 2021 / Lexham English Bible 

 

Introduction (1-2) 
Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, 
To those who are called, beloved in God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 
May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you. 
 
1. Warning of False Prophets:     (3-7) 

• Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation,  
• I found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the 

saints.  
• For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this condemnation, ungodly 

people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

 Example of the Judgment Upon Egypt 
Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people out of the land 
of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.  
 

 Example of the Judgement Upon the Angels 
And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he 
has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day—  

 
 Example of the Judgement Upon Sodom and Gomorrah 

just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality 
and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. 

 
2. Warning of False Prophets (8-9) 
 Yet in like manner these people also,  

• relying on their dreams,  
• defile the flesh,  
• reject authority, and  
• blaspheme the glorious ones.  

 
 Example of Michael, the Archangel, Not Blaspheming God 

But when the archangel Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he 
did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.”  
 

The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was 
left there with the kings of Persia, and came to make you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the 
vision is for days yet to come.” (Daniel 10:13-14, ESV) 
“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never 
has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be 
found written in the book. (Daniel 12:1, ESV) 

 
3. Warning of False Prophets (10-11) 

• But these people blaspheme all that they do not understand, and  
• they are destroyed by all that they, like unreasoning animals, understand instinctively.  
• Woe to them!  

 
Example of Judgement Upon Cain 
For they walked in the way of Cain and abandoned themselves  
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For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. We should not be like Cain, who 
was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s 
righteous. (I John 3:11-12, ESV) 

 
Example of Judgement Upon Balaam 
for the sake of gain to Balaam’s error and  
 

Pergamum: “‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in 
the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. But I have a few things against you: you 
have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they 
might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.  
So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against 
them with the sword of my mouth. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I 
will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows 
except the one who receives it.’ (Revelation 2:13-17, ESV) 

 
Example of Judgment Upon Korah 
perished in Korah’s rebellion.  

 
Rebellion: Now Korah the son of Izhar, son of Kohath, son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of 
Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men. And they rose up before Moses, with a number of the people of Israel, 250 chiefs of the 
congregation, chosen from the assembly, well-known men. They assembled themselves together against Moses and against Aaron 
and said to them,  “You have gone too far! For all in the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. 
Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?”  
 
Rebellion: And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and they said,  

“We will not come up. Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in 
the wilderness, that you must also make yourself a prince over us? Moreover, you have not brought us into a land flowing 
with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes of these men? We will not 
come up.”  

 
Judgement of the Earth: And as soon as he had finished speaking all these words, the ground under them split apart. And the earth 
opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their households and all the people who belonged to Korah and all their goods. So 
they and all that belonged to them went down alive into Sheol, and the earth closed over them, and they perished from the midst of 
the assembly. And all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up!” And fire came out 
from the LORD and consumed the 250 men offering the incense. 
 
Rebellion: But on the next day all the congregation of the people of Israel grumbled against Moses and against Aaron, saying, “You 
have killed the people of the LORD.”  
 
Judgement of the Plague: And behold, the plague had already begun among the people. And he put on the incense and made 
atonement for the people. And he stood between the dead and the living, and the plague was stopped. Now those who died in the 
plague were 14,700, besides those who died in the affair of Korah. And Aaron returned to Moses at the entrance of the tent of 
meeting, when the plague was stopped. (Numbers 16, ESV) 

 
4. Warning of False Prophets (12-15) 

• These are hidden reefs at your love feasts,  
• as they feast with you without fear,  
• shepherds feeding themselves;  
• waterless clouds, swept along by winds;  
• fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted;  
• wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame;  
• wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved forever. 

 
Example of Judgment from Enoch 
It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes 
with ten thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their 
deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”  
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Adam / Seth / Enosh / Kenan / Mahalalel / Jared / Enoch / Methuselah / Lamech / Noah 
 
When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah. Enoch walked with God after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had 
other sons and daughters. Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years. Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him. 
(Genesis 5:21-24, ESV) 
 
By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was 
taken he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to 
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (Hebrews 11:5-6, ESV) 

 
5. Warning of False Prophets (16-19) 

• These are grumblers,  
• malcontents,  
• following their own sinful desires;  
• they are loud-mouthed boasters,  
• showing favoritism to gain advantage. 
• But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. They said to 

you, “In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions.”  
• It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.  

 
Conclusion: Example for the Church (20-23)  

1. But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your most holy faith and  
2. praying in the Holy Spirit,  
3. keep yourselves in the love of God,  
4. waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life.  
5. And have mercy on those who doubt;  
6. save others by snatching them out of the fire;  
7. to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh. 
 

Benediction (24-25) 
• Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and  
• to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy,  
• to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, 

before all time and now and forever.  
 Amen. 

 
Resume of a False Prophet / A Wolf in Shepherds’ Clothing / A Predator 

 
1. They are ungodly people  
2. They pervert the grace of our God into sensuality  
3. They deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ 
4. They rely on their dreams  
5. They defile the flesh  
6. They reject authority 
7. They blaspheme the glorious ones 
8. They blaspheme all that they do not understand  
9. They are destroyed by all that they understand instinctively 
10. They are unreasoning animals  
11. They are hidden reefs at your love feasts 
12. They feast with you without fear 
13. They are shepherds feeding themselves 
14. They are waterless clouds, swept along by winds  
15. They are fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted  

16. They are wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their 
own shame 

17. They are wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter 
darkness has been reserved forever 

18. They are grumblers  
19. They are malcontents  
20. They follow their own sinful desires 
21. They are loud-mouthed boasters  
22. They show favoritism to gain advantage 
23. They are predicted by the apostles 
24. They are scoffers 
25. They follow their own ungodly passions 
26. They cause divisions 
27. They are worldly people 
28. They are devoid of the Spirit 

 


