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Rejection of the Kingdom: Cycle Three 
Matthew 12:22-50 / April 25, 2020 

 
Rejection of the Kingdom: 11:2-12:50 

Cycle One 
#1 Rejection by the crowds of John the Baptist and Jesus      11:2-19 
#2 Rejection by the Galilean towns of Jesus         11:20-24 
#1 Offer of Jesus’ rest from the Father          11:25-30 

 
Cycle Two 

#3 Rejection by the Pharisees of Jesus eating on the Sabbath     12:1-8 
#4 Rejection by the Pharisees of Jesus healing on the Sabbath     12:9-14 
#2 Offer of Jesus’ hope to the Gentiles          12:15-21 

 
Cycle Three 

#5 Rejection by the Pharisees of Jesus casting out demons     12:22-37 
#6 Rejection by the Pharisees of Jesus’ miracles        12:38-45 
#3 Offer of Jesus’ family relationships for obedience to the Father   12:46-50   

 
 

CYCLE #3 
 
OPPOSITION #5: REJECTION BY PHARISEES TO JESUS CASTING OUT DEMONS    (12:22-37) 
 

1. The Objective Miracle 
 

Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that 
the man spoke and saw.  

 
2. The Astonishing Question 

 
And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of David?”  

 
Testimony of Jesus as the Son of David 

 
Angel:  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:20) 

Two Blind Men:  And as Jesus passed on from there, two blind men followed him, crying aloud, “Have mercy on us, Son 
of David.” (Matthew 9:27) 

Crowds:      And all the people were amazed, and said, “Can this be the Son of David?” (Matthew 12:23) 
Canaanite Woman:   And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O 

Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” (Matthew 15:22) 
Two Blind Men:  behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing 

by, they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be 
silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” (Matthew 20:30-31) 

Crowds:  And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of 
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” (Matthew 21:9) 

Children:  But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children 
crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, (Matthew 21:15) 

Pharisees:  Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, “What do you 
think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” (Matthew 22:41-42) 

David:     He said to them, “How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, (Matthew 22:43) 
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3. The Illogical Objection 
 

But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man 
casts out demons.”  

 
4. The Explanation: The Defeat of Satan 
 

A. Satan is not divided against himself 
 

Knowing their thoughts, he said to them,  
• “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and  
• no city or house divided against itself will stand.   
• And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? (25-

26) 
 

B. Satan is always defeated by God 
 
And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be 
your judges. (27) 

 
C. Satan’s Defeat is the Sign of the Kingdom of God 

 
But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
(28) 

 
Jesus: Born of David; Born of God 

 
Born of David: There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, / and a branch from his roots shall bear 

fruit. 
 
Born of Spirit: And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, / the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, / the 

Spirit of counsel and might, / the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 
Judge:   He shall not judge by what his eyes see, / or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, / and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, / and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, / and faithfulness the belt of his loins. (Isaiah 11:1-5) 

 
D. Analogy: Satan was, is, and will be Defeated by Jesus 

 
Or how can someone enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the 
strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house. (29).      

 
Process of the Binding of Satan by Jesus 

 
The Past: Death and Resurrection of Jesus 

“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have 
come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.”  
Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”   
The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said,  
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“An angel has spoken to him.”  
Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now will the 
ruler of this world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” (John 
12:27-32) 

 
The Present: Presence of the Holy Spirit 

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together 
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its 
legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in him. (Colossians 2:13-15) 

 
The Future: The Return of Jesus 

And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will come out to deceive 
the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them for battle; their number 
is like the sand of the sea. And they marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of 
the saints and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the devil who had 
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and 
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. (Revelation 20:7-10) 

 
E. Only Two Choices: Spirit or Satan 

 
Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. (30) 

 
John answered, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, because he 
does not follow with us.” But Jesus said to him, “Do not stop him, for the one who is not against you is for you.” 
(Luke 9:49-50) 

 
By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. (I John 3:10) 

 
F. Warning: Do not Attribute the Works of the Spirit to Satan 
 

Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven people, but  
the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.  

And whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but  
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to come. 
(31-32) 

 
For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice 
for sins, but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries.  
Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses.  
How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot the Son of 
God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 
For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.”  
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. (Hebrews 10:26-31) 

 
G. The Analogy: Your Words Reflect the Condition of your Heart 
 

Tree: “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad, for 
the tree is known by its fruit.  

  Snake:  You brood of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil?  
Heart: For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The good person out of his good 

treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.  
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Meaning: I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they 
speak, for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 
(33-37) 

 
OPPOSITION #6: REJECTION TO JESUS’ SIGNS (12:38-45) 
 

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.”  
 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a 
stone.’” 
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” (Matthew 4:5-7) 

 
But he answered them,  
 

1. Sign of Jonah: Salvation of the Gentiles by Faith  
 

• “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but  
• no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was three days 

and three nights in the belly of the great fish,  
• so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  

 
Jesus’s Suffering, Crucifixion, and Resurrection 

 
And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he 
said to them,   

Suffering:  “See, we are going up to Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests 
and scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles to be 
mocked and flogged and 

Crucifixion:    crucified, and  
Resurrection:   he will be raised on the third day.” (Matthew 20:17-19) 

 
Jonah: The Sign of Jesus’ Death and Resurrection 

 
Suffering:  But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so 

that the ship threatened to break up. (Jonah 1:4) 
 
Crucifixion:  And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish 

three days and three nights. 
Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the fish, saying, 

 
“I called out to the LORD, out of my distress, / and he answered me; 
out of the belly of Sheol I cried, / and you heard my voice. 
For you cast me into the deep, / into the heart of the seas, / and the flood surrounded me; 
all your waves and your billows / passed over me. 
Then I said, ‘I am driven away / from your sight; 
yet I shall again look / upon your holy temple.’ 
The waters closed in over me to take my life; / the deep surrounded me; 
weeds were wrapped about my head /  at the roots of the mountains. 
I went down to the land / whose bars closed upon me forever; 
yet you brought up my life from the pit, / O LORD my God. 
When my life was fainting away, / I remembered the LORD, 
and my prayer came to you, / into your holy temple. 
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Those who pay regard to vain idols / forsake their hope of steadfast love. 
But I with the voice of thanksgiving / will sacrifice to you; 
what I have vowed I will pay. / Salvation belongs to the LORD!” 

 
Resurrection:   And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry land. (Jonah 1:17-2:10) 

 
2. Judgment: Israel’s Rejection Judged by the Gentiles 

 
The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.  

 
Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!”  
 
And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to 
the least of them. 
 
The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with 
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the 
king and his nobles: Let neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, 
but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his 
evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. Who knows? God may turn and relent and turn from his fierce 
anger, so that we may not perish.” 
 
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had said 
he would do to them, and he did not do it. (Jonah 3:4-10) 

 
The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she 
came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something greater than 
Solomon is here. 

 
Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to test 
him with hard questions. She came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with camels bearing spices and very 
much gold and precious stones. And when she came to Solomon, she told him all that was on her mind. And 
Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing hidden from the king that he could not explain to her. And 
when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had built, the food of his table, 
the seating of his officials, and the attendance of his servants, their clothing, his cupbearers, and his burnt 
offerings that he offered at the house of the LORD, there was no more breath in her. 
 
And she said to the king, “The report was true that I heard in my own land of your words and of your wisdom, but I 
did not believe the reports until I came and my own eyes had seen it. And behold, the half was not told me. Your 
wisdom and prosperity surpass the report that I heard. Happy are your men! Happy are your servants, who 
continually stand before you and hear your wisdom! Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and 
set you on the throne of Israel! Because the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made you king, that you may 
execute justice and righteousness.”  
 
Then she gave the king 120 talents of gold, and a very great quantity of spices and precious stones. Never again 
came such an abundance of spices as these that the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.  (I Kings 10:1-13) 
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3. Allegory: Israel’s Rejection of Jesus 
 

• “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, 
but finds none.  

• Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house 
empty, swept, and put in order.  

• Then it goes and brings with it seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell 
there, and the last state of that person is worse than the first.  

• So also will it be with this evil generation.” 
 
SALVATION #3: OFFER OF JESUS’ FAMILY RELATIONSHIP TO OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S WILL     (12:46-50) 
 

While he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, asking to speak 
to him.  

 
Is not this the carpenter's son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and 
Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? (Matthew 13:55-56) 

 
But he replied to the man who told him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?”  
 
And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever 
does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 
 

True Family of God 
 

But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
 
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.  
 
And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise. (Galatians 3:25-29) 


