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PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN:  PARABLE OF THE FOUR SOILS  
Matthew 13:1-23 / May 2, 2020 

 
1. Literary Outline of Matthew 
 

A) Birth of the Kingdom       Narrative 1   1:1-4:25  
B)  Blessings of the Kingdom      Teaching 1  5:1-7:29  
C)   Authority of the Kingdom     Narrative 2  8:1-9:34  
D)    Mission of the Kingdom    Teaching 2  9:35-11:1 
E)     Rejection of the Kingdom   Narrative 3  11:2-12:50 
F)      Parables of the Kingdom  Teaching 3  13:1-53  
E1)     Acceptance of the Kingdom  Narrative 4  13:54-17:27 
D1)    Community of the Kingdom   Teaching 4  18:1-35  
C1)   Authority of the Kingdom     Narrative 5  19:1-22:46 
B1)  Warnings of the Kingdom      Teaching 5  23:1-25:46 
A1) New Birth of the Kingdom       Narrative 6  26:1-28:20   

 
2. Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven in the book of Matthew 

 
a. The Soil     13:1-23    Mark 4:1-20   Luke 8:4-15 
b. The Weeds    13:24-43   Mark 26-29 
c. Mustard Seed   13:31-32   Mark 4:30-32  Luke 13:18-19 
d. Leaven     13:33         Luke 13:20-21 
e. Hidden Treasure   13:44 
f. Pearl of Great Value  13:45-46 
g. Net      13:47-50 
h. Unforgiving Servant  18:23-25 
i. Laborers     20:1-16 
j. Wedding Feast   22:1-14         Luke 14:16-24 
k. Ten Virgins    25:1-13        

 
3. Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew 13 

 
Cycle One  (13:1-23) 

Presentation of the Parable of the Soils (#1)        (13:1-9) 
Purpose of the Parables             (13:10-16) 
Explanation of the Parable (Soil)           (13:18-23) 

 
Cycle Two (13:24-43) 

Presentation of the Parable of Weeds (#2), Mustard Seed (#3), Leaven (#4)  (13:24-33) 
Purpose of the Parables             (13:34-35) 
Explanation of the Parable (Weeds)           (13:36-43) 

 
Cycle Three (13:44-52) 

Presentation of the Parable of Treasure (#5), Pearl (#6), Net (#7)    (13:44-48) 
Explanation of the Parable (Net)           (13:49-50) 
Purpose of the Parables             (13:51-52) 

 
4.    Parable of the Four Soils 
 

A)   Presentation of the Parable of the Soils (#1)        (13:1-9) 
B)   Purpose of the Parables           (13:10-16) 
A1)    Explanation of the Parable of the Soils (#1)          (13:18-23) 
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A)  PRESENTATION OF THE PARABLE OF THE FOUR SOILS   (13:1-9) 
 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. And great crowds gathered about him, so 
that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach.  
 
And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow.  
 

A)  And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them.  
B)  Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang 

up, since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had 
no root, they withered away. 
C)  Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  

D)  Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty.  

 
He who has ears, let him hear.” 

 
Seeds and Good Soils: Source of Life 

PLANTS: And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each 
according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, 
and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.  And there was evening and there 
was morning, the third day. (Genesis 1:11-13) 
 
BIRDS/FISH: And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse 
of the heavens.”  So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according 
to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
(Genesis 1:20-23) 
 
ANIMALS:  And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of 
the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock 
according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:24-25) 
 
HUMANS: And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:28) 
 

The Miracle of the Soil: Abraham and Sarah  
Now Sarai was barren; she had no child. 
 
Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife, and they went 
forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan, but when they came to Haran, they settled there. The days of 
Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran. 
 
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you.  

1. And I will make of you a great nation, and  
2. I will bless you and make your name great, 
3. so that you will be a blessing.  
4. I will bless those who bless you, and  
5. him who dishonors you I will curse, and  
6. in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 11:30-12:3) 

 
 
 
 
 



 3 

B)  PURPOSE OF THE PARABLES    (13:10-16) 
 
Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you speak to them in parables?”  
 

And he answered them,  
 

A) “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven,  
B) but to them it has not been given.  

A1) For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance,  
B1) but from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  

 
Mystery Reveled: Salvation of the Gentiles 

 
For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— assuming that you have heard of the 
stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I 
have written briefly. When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made 
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
 
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his 
power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, 
who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ 
Jesus our Lord,  in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. So I ask you not to lose 
heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. (Ephesians 3:1-13) 

 
This is why I speak to them in parables 

 

A)  because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.  

B)   Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled that says: 

C)    “‘“You will indeed hear but never understand, 

D)     and you will indeed see but never perceive.” 

E)      For this people’s heart has grown dull, 

F)       and with their ears they can barely hear, 

G)        and their eyes they have closed, 

G1)        lest they should see with their eyes 

F1)       and hear with their ears 

E1)      and understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.’  (Isaiah 6:9-10) 

D1)     But blessed are your eyes, for they see,  

C1)    and your ears, for they hear.  

B1)   For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people  

A1)  longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it. 
 



 4 

Isaiah: Explanation of Parables    (Isaiah 6:1-13) 
 

Lord’s Glory and Holiness   
In the year that King Uzziah died  
1. I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and  
2. the train of his robe filled the temple.  
3. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and 

with two he flew.  
4. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” 
5. And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke.  

 
Isaiah’s Conviction:   

And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for 
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 

 
Lord’s Salvation:  

Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. And he 
touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.” (Isaiah 
6:1-7) 

 
Lord’s Call: 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”  
 
Isaiah’s Obedience: 

Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”  
 
Lord’s Message:  

And he said, “Go, and say to this people: 
“‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; / keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 
Make the heart of this people dull, / and their ears heavy, / and blind their eyes; 
lest they see with their eyes, / and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their hearts, / and turn and be healed.” 
Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” / And he said: 
“Until cities lie waste / without inhabitant, / and houses without people, / and the land is a desolate waste, / and the LORD 
removes people far away, / and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. / And though a tenth remain in it, / it 
will be burned again, / like a terebinth or an oak, / whose stump remains / when it is felled.” / The holy seed is its stump. 
(Isaiah 6:8-13) 

 
A1)   EXPLANATION OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER     (13:18-23) 

“Hear then the parable of the sower:  
 

A)  SATAN: When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes 
and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path.  

 
B)  SUFFERING: As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when 
tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.  

 
C)  WORRY: As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares 

of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.  
 
D)  UNDERSTANDING: As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word 

and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another 
sixty, and in another thirty.” 
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The Parable of the Four Soils: Explained in Romans 9-11 
 

1. Great Sorrow for the Unproductive Soils   (Romans 9:1-5) 
 

Paul’s Love for Israel  (1-3) 
1. I am speaking the truth in Christ— 
2. I am not lying;  
3. my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit—  
4. that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my 

heart.  

5. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut 
off from Christ  

6. for the sake of my brothers,  
7. my kinsmen according to the flesh.  

 
God’s Love for Israel (4-5) 

1. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption,  
2. the glory,  
3. the covenants,  
4. the giving of the law,  
5. the worship, and  

6. the promises.  
7. To them belong the patriarchs, and  
8. from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, 

who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 

 
2.    Great Joy for The Productive Soil     (Romans 9:6-13) 

 
The Good Seed: The Word of God 
 But it is not as though the word of God has failed.  
 
Productive Soil #1: God Chose Abraham  

For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring,  
 

Productive Soil #2: God Chose Isaac; God Chose Ishmael by the Flesh  
but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the 
children of the promise are counted as offspring. For this is what the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall 
have a son.”  
 

Productive Soil #3: God Chose Jacob Over Esau Before Their Births 
And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and had 
done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who 
calls— she was told,  “The older will serve the younger.” (Genesis 25:23) As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” (Malachi 1:2) 
(Genesis 25:29) and (Genesis 27:1) 

 
3.   Great Sorrow for the Unproductive Soil    (Romans 10:1-4) 
 

Israel is Lost     Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.  (10:1) 
Israel is Zealous     For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, (10:2a) 
Israel is Ignorant  but not according to knowledge. For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, (10:2b-3a) 
Israel is Self-Deceived and seeking to establish their own, (10:3b) 
Israel is Arrogant  they did not submit to God's righteousness. (10:3c) 

 Israel Is Unfaithful  For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.  (10:4) 
 
4.   Great Joy for the Good Soil      (Romans 10:5-13) 
 
 Salvation is by Faith not the Law (10:5) 

For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them.  
(Leviticus 18:5) 
 

 Salvation by Faith Is Revealed in the Incarnation, Crucifixion, and Resurrection of Jesus   (10:6-7) 
But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, (Deut 9:4) 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) (Deut 30:12) 
“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  (Deut 30:13) 
 

Salvation by Faith is Inward Belief (Heart) and Outward Confession (Mouth)  (10:8-10) 
But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); (Deut 30:14) 
because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.  
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Salvation by Faith is For Everyone  (10:11-13) 
For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” (Isaiah 28:16) 
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  (Joel 2:32) 

 
5.    The Call for Planters of the Seed to all Soils  (Romans 10:14-17) 
 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?   
And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the good news!” (Isaiah 52:7)       

But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?”  
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  

 
 

 


