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Bringing the Sheep Back Into the Fold: Repentance and Forgiveness 
Matthew 18:15-35 /19:1-2. August 8, 2020 

 
REPENTANCE: The Reasonableness of Man’s Response to Sin 

 
1. PROCESS OF GOD’S RECONCILIATION   18:15-17 

 
“If your brother sins against you,  

• go and tell him his fault,  
• between you and him alone.  
• If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  

 
But if he does not listen,  

• take one or two others along with you,  
• that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  
• If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  

 
If he refuses to listen to them,  

• tell it to the church.  
• If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  

 
And if he refuses to listen even to the church,  

• let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  
• If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  
 

Reconciliation in the Law 
“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you incur sin because of 
him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, but you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself: I am the LORD. (Leviticus 19:17-18)  
 

Fulfillment of the Law of Reconciliation 
“You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’  
But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be 
liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.  
So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you,  
leave your gift there before the altar and go.  
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.  
Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over to the 
judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison.   
Truly, I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. (Matthew 5:21-26) 

 
Paul Publicly Rebukes Peter 

But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For before certain men came 
from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the 
circumcision party. And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by 
their hypocrisy. But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them 
all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?” (Galatians 
2:11-14) 

 
Man Sleeping with his Step-Mother: Public Discipline 

When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are 
to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. (I 
Corinthians 5:4-5) 
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What About Sins Against the State? 
They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” (Matthew 22:21) 
 
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist 
have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who 
resist will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is 
in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do 
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God's 
wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of 
conscience. For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. Pay 
to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is 
owed, honor to whom honor is owed. (Romans 13:1-7) 

 
2. AUTHORITY OF GOD’S RECONCILIATION  18:18 

 
Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven.  
 

Binding and Loosing: Peter the Foundation of the Church 
He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the 
Christ. (Matthew 16:15-20) 
 

Example of Binding and Loosing 
For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: that you 
abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual 
immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.” So when they were sent off, they went down to 
Antioch, and having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. And when they had read it, they rejoiced 
because of its encouragement. (Acts 15:28-31) 
 

3. PROMISE OF GOD’S RECONCILIATION  18:19-20 
  
Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father 
in heaven.  For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 
 

Promise of the Holy Spirit: God’s Presence 
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to 
you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you 
will see me no longer; concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. (John 16:7-11) 
 

Spiritual Gifts: God’s Presence in the Church 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,  to equip the saints for the work of 
ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 
schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from 
whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working 
properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. (Ephesians 4:11-16) 
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FORGIVENESS: The Absurdity of God’s Response to Sin 
 

“Absurdity”  
“ridiculously unreasonable, unsound, incongruous, illogical, ridiculous, having no rational or orderly relationship to human life” 

 
1. GENEROSITY OF MAN’S FORGIVENESS   18:21 

 
Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As 
many as seven times?”  
 

2. ABSURDITY OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS   18:22 
 
Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

 
3.  ABSURDITY OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS: PARABLE  
 

A) CANCELLATION OF THE DEBT—Absurdity of God’s Forgiveness  18:23-27 
 
 ABSURDITY OF THE DEBT 

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. And since 
he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and 
payment to be made.  
 

Contrast to Jewish Law: No Imprisonment 
 “If your brother becomes poor beside you and sells himself to you, you shall not make him serve as a slave: he shall be 
with you as a hired worker and as a sojourner. He shall serve with you until the year of the jubilee. Then he shall go out 
from you, he and his children with him, and go back to his own clan and return to the possession of his fathers.  For 
they are my servants, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt; they shall not be sold as slaves. (Leviticus 25:39-42) 

 
 ABSURDITY OF THE REQUEST 

 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’  
 

 ABSURDITY OF THE FORGIVENESS  
And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.  

 
 

B) REFUSAL TO CANCEL THE DEBT—Absurdity of Man’s Unforgiveness   18:28-31 
 
But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, 
and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’  
 
So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  
 
He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.  
 
When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported 
to their master all that had taken place.  
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C)  REVERSAL OF THE CANCELLATION OF THE DEBT—Reasonableness of God’s Unforgiveness  18:32-35 
 
Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because 
you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’  
 
And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.  
 
So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 
CONCLUSION 19:1-2 
 

Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond 
the Jordan. And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there. 
 
 

Theological Dyslexia  
 

We view our repentance as absurd; we view God’s forgiveness as reasonable.  
  


