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Journey to Jerusalem: Four Questions About Marriage and Children 
Matthew 19:1-15 / August 15, 2020 

 
Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond 
the Jordan. And large crowds followed him, and he healed them there.  (19:1-2) 
 
 
 Testing:  

1. Jesus forgives sins;     Leaders claim blasphemy          Mark 2:6-7 
2. Jesus eats with sinners;    Leaders complain for eating with sinners    Mark 2:16-17 
3. Jesus eats on the Sabbath;   Leaders complain for eating on the Sabbath    Mark 2:23-24 
4. Jesus heals a withered hand;   Leaders conspire with Romans to destroy Jesus   Mark 3:1-6 
5. Jesus casts out demons;    Leaders accuse Jesus of casting out demons by Satan  Mark 3:22-23 
6. Jesus eats without washing hands;  Leaders accuse Jesus of breaking traditions    Mark 7:1-2 
7. Jesus feeds the 4000;     Leaders demand a sign to test Jesus     Mark 8:11-13/Matt 16:1 

 
Question 1: Pharisees:  Distract from the Spirit of the Law by focusing on Loopholes 
 
 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's wife for any cause?”  
 

Divorce in the Law 
“When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some indecency in 
her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, and she departs out of 
his house,  
and if she goes and becomes another man’s wife, and the latter man hates her and writes her a certificate of divorce and 
puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, or  
if the latter man dies, who took her to be his wife, then her former husband, who sent her away, may not take her again to 
be his wife, after she has been defiled, for that is an abomination before the LORD. And you shall not bring sin upon the 
land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance. (Deuteronomy 24:1-4) 

 
Two Schools of Thought about Divorce: Shammai and Hillel 

 
1. SHAMMAI: “indencency”  Bet Shammai says: a man should not divorce his wife unless he has found her guilty of some 

unseemly conduct, as it says, “Because he has found some unseemly thing in her.” 
 
2. HILLEL: “some” Bet Hillel says [that he may divorce her] even if she has merely burnt his dish, since it says, “Because he 

has found some unseemly thing in her.”  
 

a. “no favor in his eyes” Rabbi Akiva says, [he may divorce her] even if he finds another woman more beautiful 
than she is, as it says, “it cometh to pass, if she find no favour in his eyes.  
https://www.sefaria.org/English_Explanation_of_Mishnah_Gittin.9.10.2?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en 

 
Moreover, it appears that in the majority of cases of disputes between the two schools on issues of matrimonial law, it is 
Bet Shammai that views women as autonomous individuals possessing equal personal status, while Bet Hillel disregards 
women’s personal status, thus seemimg more restrictive to women.  https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/bet-hillel-and-
bet-shammai  

 
Jewish Historian Josephus: Divorce for Any Cause 

He that desires to be divorced from his wife for any cause whatsoever, (and many such causes happen among men,) let him 
in writing give assurance that he will never use her as his wife any more; for by this means she may be at liberty to marry 
another husband, although before this bill of divorce be given, she is not to be permitted so to do: but if she be misused by 
him also, or if, when he is dead, her first husband would marry her again, it shall not be lawful for her to return to 
him.     (https://lexundria.com/j_aj/4.176-5.0/wst) 

 
 

https://www.sefaria.org/English_Explanation_of_Mishnah_Gittin.9.10.2?lang=bi&with=all&lang2=en
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/bet-hillel-and-bet-shammai
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/bet-hillel-and-bet-shammai
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 Jesus’ Response: The Spirit of Marriage 
 

1. He answered, “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning  
 

• THE LAW: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, 
“Let there be light,” and there was light. (Genesis 1:1-3) 

 
• POETRY: Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near of 

which you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”; (Ecclesiastes 12:1) 
 

• THE PROPHETS: Have you not known? Have you not heard? / The LORD is the everlasting God, / the Creator of the 
ends of the earth. / He does not faint or grow weary; / his understanding is unsearchable. (Isaiah 40:28) 

 
• THE GOSPELS: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In 
him was life,1 and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
(John 1:1-5) 

 
• THE EPISTLES: He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in 

heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were 
created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of 
the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For 
in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. (Colossians 1:15-20) 

 
2. made them male and female, and  

 
Created as Male and Female: Good 

• So God created man in his own image, / in the image of God he created him; / male and female he created them. 
(Genesis 1:27) 

 
• This is the book of the generations of Adam. When God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. Male and 

female he created them, and he blessed them and named them Man when they were created. When Adam had lived 
130 years, he fathered a son in his own likeness, after his image, and named him Seth. (Genesis 5:1-3) 

 
Protection of Male and Female 

• And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I am the LORD your God. You 
shall not do as they do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to 
which I am bringing you. You shall not walk in their statutes. You shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in 
them. I am the LORD your God. You shall therefore keep my statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he shall live 
by them: I am the LORD. (Leviticus 18:1-5) 

• And you shall not lie sexually with your neighbor’s wife and so make yourself unclean with her. You shall not give any of 
your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the name of your God: I am the LORD. You shall not lie with a 
male as with a woman; it is an abomination.  And you shall not lie with any animal and so make yourself unclean with 
it, neither shall any woman give herself to an animal to lie with it: it is perversion. (Leviticus 18:20-23) 

 
3. said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh’?  
 

Two Become One: Origin of Creation 
• then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the 

man became a living creature. (Genesis 2:7) 
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• So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its 
place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the 
man. (Genesis 2:21-22) 

• Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones / and flesh of my flesh; / she shall be called Woman, / because she 
was taken out of Man.” (Genesis 2:23) 

 
4. So they are no longer two but one flesh.  

 
One Flesh 

• Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 
(Genesis 2:24) 

• Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? Never! Or do you not know that he who is joined to a prostitute becomes one body with 
her? For, as it is written, “The two will become one flesh.” But he who is joined to the Lord becomes one spirit with 
him.  Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the sexually immoral 
person sins against his own body.  Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom 
you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. (I Corinthians 
6:15-20) 
 

5. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”  
 
• And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. (Genesis 2:25) 

 
Satan’s Separation of Male and Female 

• Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  
And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat 
of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to 
be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, 
and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loincloths. (Genesis 3:1-7) 

 
Question 2: Pharisees:  Misquote Scripture to show Contradictions of God   
 
 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?”  
 
 Jesus’ Response: Divorce Does not Contradict God’s Intention for Marriage 
 

He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so.  

 
DECLINE OF THE PRACTICE OF TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE: From 1960 to 2008 

DECLINE OF THE PRACTICE OF TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE: 1960 TO 2008 % 1960 1990 2008 
1. More people are separated/divorced (%) +9 5 11 14 
2. More children are living with separated/divorced parents 

(%) 
+10 5 15 15 

3. More people are remaining single (%)  +12 15 23 27 
4. More children are living with unmarried parents (%) +14 <1 7 14 
5. Fewer people are getting married (%)  -20 72 58 52 
6. More people are living together (%) +21  34 55 
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7. Fewer children are living with married parents (%) -22 92 76 70 
8. More children are aborted (%) +22 .01 27.9 22.2 
9. More children are born to unmarried mothers (%) +36 5 28 41 
10. Women are getting married later (yearly av.) +5.6 20.3 23.9 25.9 
11. Men are getting married later (yearly av.) +5.3 22.8 26.1 28.1 

  
DECLINE OF THE BELIEFS ABOUT TRADITIONAL MARRIAGE: People born before 1946 to 1992 

BELIEF  Date of Birth 
Before 
1946 

1946-
1964 

1965-
1980 

1981-
1992 

1. Marriage is becoming obsolete (%) +12 32 34 41 44 

2. Homosexual couples raising children is good (%) +13 7 10 11 20 

3. Traditional marriage is not the most satisfying (%) +15 63 69 70 78 

4. Single women with children is not bad for society 
(%) 

+17 20 30 33 37 

5. Marriage has changed for the good (%) +22 24 28 35 46 

6. Unmarried couples raising children is not bad (%) +22 42 58 58 64 

7. Children do not need father/mother to be happy 
(%) 

+23 21 35 38 44 

8. I have lived together without being married (%) +26 18 42 57 44 

9. The growing variety of families is not bad (%)  +30 59 67 70 89 

10. Living together is not bad for society (%) +37 36 54 61 73 

11. Homosexual couples w/ children are a family (%) +43 37 58 67 80 
       

 
And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits 
adultery.” 

 
Additional Divorce Regulations 

To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her husband  (but if she does, she 
should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife. 
 
To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he 
should not divorce her. If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not 
divorce him. For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because 
of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbelieving partner 
separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace. For how do you 
know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? (I 
Corinthians 7:10-16) 

 
Contemporary View 

Counselors and pastors often advise a wife that God calls her to suffer in her marriage while continuing to provide all the 
privileges and benefits of marriage regardless of how her husband treats her, provides for her, or violates their marital 
vows. This stance only reinforces the delusion of the destructive spouse who believes he can do as he pleases with no 
consequences. Marriage does not give [entitle] a husband to lie, mistreat, ignore, be cruel, or crush his wife’s God-given 
dignity without any consequences. To believe otherwise is not to know the heart of God.[78] 
 
Ingraham, Dale. Tear Down This Wall of Silence: Dealing with Sexual Abuse in Our Churches (an introduction for those who 
will hear) (p. 72). UNKNOWN. Kindle Edition. 

 
Question 3: Disciples: Better Not to Marry 
  
 The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is better not to marry.”  
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 Jesus’ Response: The Gift of Singleness  
 

But he said to them, “Not everyone can receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given.  
• For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, and  
• there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and  
• there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  

Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.” 
 

Singleness: Gift of God  
 I wish that all were as I myself am. But each has his own gift from God, one of one kind and one of another. To the 
unmarried and the widows I say that it is good for them to remain single, as I am. (I Corinthians 7:7-8) 

 
I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 
But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, and his interests are divided. And the 
unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married 
woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint 
upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. (I Corinthians 7:32-35) 

 
Question 4: Disciples: Rebuke Children  
 

Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them and pray. The disciples rebuked the 
people,  

 
 Jesus’ Response: Kingdom of Heaven belongs to Children 
 

but Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them,  
for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”  
And he laid his hands on them and went away. 

 
 

ABORTION 1973-2013 
1. Over eight in ten abortions are performed on unmarried women (85%). 
2. Nearly seven in ten abortions are for women earning under $20,000 (69%). 
3. Over six in ten abortions are for women with at least one child (65%). 
4. A majority of abortions are for women in their 20’s (58%). 
5. A majority of abortions are for women who used contraception the month of conception (54%). 
6. Nearly one fourth of all births end in abortion (22%). 
7. Abortions are the number one cause of death among African-Americans   

(16 million / 2.2 million heart disease/ 1.6 million cancer/ .37 million accidents / .3 million homicides). 
 
 

In the history of the church, there are few, if any, instances of organized religion taking seriously its responsibility to protect 
children from abuse. In the abstract, of course, the church is always opposed to the physical, sexual, and emotional 
violation of a child’s body and mind. When faced with the reality of abuse, however, the church is slow to side with the 
victim and quick to protect the perpetrator. In doing so, the church inflicts further pain on the child, and emboldens the 
perpetrator in his or her sin.   (Ingraham, Dale. Tear Down This Wall of Silence: Dealing with Sexual Abuse in Our Churches 
(an introduction for those who will hear) (p. 28). UNKNOWN. Kindle Edition). 
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