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Authority of the Kingdom: The Paradox of the First Will Be Last; the Last Will Be First 
Matthew 19:16-30; 20:1-16 / August 22 2020 

 
A) Birth of the Kingdom       Narrative 1 1:1-4:25  
B)  Blessings of the Kingdom     Teaching 1 5:1-7:29  
C)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 2 8:1-9:34  
D)    Mission of the Kingdom   Teaching 2 9:35-11:1 
E)     Rejection of the Kingdom  Narrative 3 11:2-12:50 
F)      Parables of the Kingdom Teaching 3 13:1-53  
E1)     Acceptance of the Kingdom Narrative 4 13:54-17:27 
D1)    Community of the Kingdom  Teaching 4 18:1-35  
C1)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 5 19:1-22:46 
B1)  Warnings of the Kingdom     Teaching 5 23:1-25:46 

  A1) New Birth of the Kingdom      Narrative 6 26:1-28:20  
 

1. Example of the Paradox (19:16-22) 
 

And behold, a man came up to him, saying,  
“Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?”  

 
And he said to him,  

“Why do you ask me about what is good?  
There is only one who is good.  
If you would enter life, keep the commandments.”  

 
GOODNESS OF GOD IN CREATION: GRACE 

1. LIGHT:    And God saw that the light was good. (Genesis 1:4) 
2. EARTH/SEA:   God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And 

    God saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:10) 
3. PLANTS:   The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and  

    trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was  
    good. (Genesis 1:12) 

4. SUN/STARS:   And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, to rule over the day 
    and  over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was  
    good. (Genesis 1:17-18) 

5. FISH/BIRDS:   So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the  
    waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God 
    saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:21) 

6. ANIMALS:   And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to 
    their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that 
    it was good. (Genesis 1:25) 

7. MANKIND:   And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps 
    on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.”  
    And it was so. And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.   
    (Genesis 1:30-31) 

 
COMMANDS OF GOD: FAITH 

1. MULTIPY:   And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and  
2. RULE:    subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and  

    over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:28) 
3. EAT/DON’T EAT: And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the  

    garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
    you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) 
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He said to him,  
“Which ones?”  

 
And Jesus said,  

“You shall not murder,       (6TH Commandment) 
You shall not commit adultery,     (7TH Commandment) 
You shall not steal,        (8TH Commandment) 
You shall not bear false witness,     (9TH Commandment) 
Honor your father and mother, and,    (5TH Commandment) 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  (Leviticus 19:18) 

 
The young man said to him,  

“All these I have kept. What do I still lack?”  
 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his 
female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s.” (Exodus 20:17) 

 
Jesus said to him,  

“If you would be perfect,  
go, sell what you possess and give to the poor, and  
you will have treasure in heaven; and  
come, follow me.”  

 
Treasures in Heaven 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break 
in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if your eye is 
bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 
“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one 
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your 
body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air: 
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 
value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you 
anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin,  yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is 
alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do 
not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’  For the Gentiles seek 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. (Matthew 6:19-34) 

 
When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 
 

2.  Explanation of the Paradox (19:23-30) 
 
And Jesus said to his disciples,  

“Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven.  
Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter 
the kingdom of God.”  
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When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying,  
“Who then can be saved?”  
 

Why Is This A Difficult Teaching? Wealth is God’s Confirmation of His Covenant 
  Abraham:  Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the 
     land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your  
     name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I 
     will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3) 
     So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the Negeb.  
     Now Abram  was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. (Genesis 13:1-2) 
  Job:   There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that man was blameless and upright, one 
     who feared God and turned away from evil. There were born to him seven sons and three daughters.  
     He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 female donkeys, and very many  
     servants, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the east. (Job 1:1-3)  
  Joseph  Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in   
     garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. And he made him ride in his second chariot. 
     And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him over all the land of Egypt.  (Genesis  
     41:42-43) 
  Moses:  Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard  
     their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them  
     out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 
     flowing with milk and honey, (Exodus 3:7-8) 

The people of Israel had also done as Moses told them, for they had asked the Egyptians for silver and 
gold jewelry and for clothing. And the LORD had given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so 
that they let them have what they asked. Thus they plundered the Egyptians. (Exodus 12:35-36) 
You shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may 
confirm his covenant that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day. (Deuteronomy 8:18) 

  Joshua  Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses.  
     From the wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the  
     Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. (Joshua 1:3-4)   
  David:   With great pains I have provided for the house of the LORD 100,000 talents of gold, a million talents of 
     silver, and bronze and iron beyond weighing, for there is so much of it; timber and stone, too, I have  
     provided. To these you must add. You have an abundance of workmen: stonecutters, masons,   
     carpenters, and all kinds of craftsmen without number, skilled in working 16 gold, silver, bronze, and  
     iron. Arise and work! The LORD be with you!” (I  Chronicles 22:14-16) 
  Solomon: I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare  
     with you, all  your days.  (I Kings 3:13)  
  Zerubbabel And let each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and 
     gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.” 
     (Ezra 1:4)  
  Haggai  You looked for much, and behold, it came to little. And when you brought it home, I blew it away.  
     Why? declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies  
     himself with his own house. Therefore the heavens above you have withheld the dew, and the earth  
     has withheld its produce. And I have called for a drought on the land and the hills, on the grain, the  
     new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, and on all their labors.” (Haggai 
     1:9-11) 
 
But Jesus looked at them and said,  

“With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  
 
ABRAHAM: Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years. The way of women had ceased to be with Sarah. So 
   Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I am worn out, and my lord is old, shall I have pleasure?” The LORD 
   said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’  Is anything 
   too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall 
   have a son.” But Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” for she was afraid. He said, “No, but you did  
   laugh.”  (Genesis 18:14) 
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JOB:   Then Job answered the LORD and said: “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can 
   be thwarted.   (Job 42:2) 
ISAIAH:  Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the 
   earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.   (Isaiah 40:28) 
JEREMIAH: “After I had given the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed to the LORD, saying: ‘Ah, Lord 
   GOD! It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched  
   arm! Nothing is too hard for you.    (Jeremiah 32:17) 
MARY:  And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy 
   Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be  
   born will be called holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also   
   conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren.  For nothing will be impossible 
   with God.”   (Luke 1:34-37) 

 
Then Peter said in reply,  

“See, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?”  
 
Jesus said to them,  

“Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who 
have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my 
name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life.   

 
But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 
 

3.  Parable of the Paradox  (20:1-16) 
 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning (6 am) to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 
vineyard.  
 
And going out about the third hour (9 am) he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to them he 
said, 

 ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’  
So they went.  
 
Going out again about the sixth hour (Noon) and  
 
the ninth hour (3 pm), he did the same.  
 
And about the eleventh hour (5 pm) he went out and found others standing. And he said to them,  

‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’  
They said to him,  

‘Because no one has hired us.’  
He said to them,  

‘You go into the vineyard too.’  
 
And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman,  

‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’  
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And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when those 
hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius.  
 
And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, saying,  

‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of 
the day and the scorching heat.’  

 
But he replied to one of them,  

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius?  
Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you.  
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me?  
Or do you begrudge my generosity?’  (Or is your eye bad because I am good?) 

 
So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 



"Have Faith in God" 

The Lesson from the Withered Fig Tree 

20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree 

withered away to its roots. 21 And Peter remembered and 

said to him, "Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has 

withered." 22 And Jesus answered them, 

"Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever 

says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and thrown 

into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, 

but believes that what he says will come to pass, it 

will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, what

ever you ask in prayer, believe that you have 

received it, and it will be yours. 25 And whenever 

you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 

against anyone, so that your Father also who is in 

heaven may forgive you your trespasses." 

Mark 11 :20-26 (ESV) 
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