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Authority of the Kingdom: Paradox of the Cross 
Matthew 20:17-34: 21:1 / August 29, 2020 

 
A) Birth of the Kingdom      Narrative 1 1:1-4:25  
B)  Blessings of the Kingdom     Teaching 1 5:1-7:29  
C)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 2 8:1-9:34  
D)    Mission of the Kingdom   Teaching 2 9:35-11:1 
E)     Rejection of the Kingdom  Narrative 3 11:2-12:50 
F)      Parables of the Kingdom Teaching 3 13:1-53  
E1)     Acceptance of the Kingdom Narrative 4 13:54-17:27 
D1)    Community of the Kingdom  Teaching 4 18:1-35  
C1)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 5 19:1-22:46 
B1)  Warnings of the Kingdom     Teaching 5 23:1-25:46 

 A1) New Birth of the Kingdom      Narrative 6 26:1-28:20  
 
 
BACKDROP  

• When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.  (19:22) 
• But many who are first will be last, and the last first.          (19:30) 
• So the last will be first, and the first last.”            (20:16) 

 
 
 
The Greatness of the Cross 20:17-19 
 
And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to them,   

 
“See, we are going up to Jerusalem.  

 
Passing Over the Jordan to Enter Jericho 

When all the nation had finished passing over the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, “Take twelve men from the people, from 
each tribe a man, and command them, saying, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of the midst of the Jordan, from the very place 
where the priests’ feet stood firmly, and bring them over with you and lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.’” 
(Joshua 4:1-3) 
 
Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. And the seven priests bearing the seven 
trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD walked on, and they blew the trumpets continually. And the armed men 
were walking before them, and the rear guard was walking after the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets blew continually. And 
the second day they marched around the city once, and returned into the camp. So they did for six days. 
 On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the same manner seven times. It was 
only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the 
trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city. (Joshua 6:12-16) 
 

1. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes,   (26:47-56) 
2. and they will condemn him to death             (27:57-68) 
3. and deliver him over to the Gentiles            (27:1-14) 
4. to be mocked                   (27:29,31,41) 
5. and flogged                   (27:26) 
6. and crucified,                   (27:33-50) 
7. and he will be raised on the third day.”           (28:1-20) 
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The Blindness to the Cross 20:20-28 
 
 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him 
for something.  
 
 And he said to her, “What do you want?”  
 

She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 
your kingdom.”  
 

THE TWELVE JUDGING ISRAEL  
Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or 
brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit 
eternal life.  But many who are first will be last, and the last first. (Matthew 19:28-30) 

 
 Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to drink?”  

 
THE CUP OF SUFFERING 

For not from the east or from the west / and not from the wilderness comes lifting up, 
but it is God who executes judgment, / putting down one and lifting up another. 
For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup / with foaming wine, well mixed, 
and he pours out from it, / and all the wicked of the earth 
shall drain it down to the dregs.  Psalm 75:6-8 
 
Wake yourself, wake yourself, / stand up, O Jerusalem, 
you who have drunk from the hand of the LORD / the cup of his wrath, 
who have drunk to the dregs / the bowl, the cup of staggering.  Isaiah 51:17 
 
Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, said to me: “Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and make all the nations 
to whom I send you drink it. They shall drink and stagger and be crazed because of the sword that I am sending among 
them.” So I took the cup from the LORD’s hand, and made all the nations to whom the LORD sent me drink it: Jerusalem 
and the cities of Judah, its kings and officials, to make them a desolation and a waste, a hissing and a curse, as at this day; 
(Jeremiah 25:15-18) 

 
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of 
the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. (Matthew 26:27-28) 
 
And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, 
“So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is 
willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Matthew 26:39-41) 
 
Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s name 
was Malchus.)  So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given 
me?” (John 18:10-11) 

 
 They said to him, “We are able.”  

 
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, “You will all fall away 
because of me this night. For it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ But 
after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” Peter answered him, “Though they all fall away because of you, I will 
never fall away.”  Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three 
times.” Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!” And all the disciples said the same.  (Matthew 
26:30-35) 
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But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled. 
(Matthew 26:56) 
 

He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it 
is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.”  
 

THE CUP OF SUFFERING FOR THE APOSTLES 
So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered them, 
“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge,  for we cannot but speak of what 
we have seen and heard.” And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them, 
because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened. (Acts 4:18-21) 
 
 But the high priest rose up, and all who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and filled with jealousy they 
arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. (Acts 5:17-18) 
 
 So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of 
man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they 
took his advice, and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of 
Jesus, and let them go. Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer 
dishonor for the name.  And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching 
that the Christ is Jesus. (Acts 5:38-42) 
 
About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church.  He killed James the brother of 
John with the sword,  and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. This was during the days 
of Unleavened Bread.  And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to 
guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people. So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for 
him was made to God by the church. (Acts 12:1-5) 
 
 I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on 
the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. (Revelation 1:9) 
 

And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the two brothers.  
 
 But Jesus called them to him and said,  

• “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over 
them. 

• It shall not be so among you.  
• But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you 

must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 

JESUS SERVING; PETER RULING 
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, 
having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when the devil had already put it 
into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and 
taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him.  
 
He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered 
him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands 
and my head!” Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is completely 
clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of 
you are clean.” (John 13:1-11) 
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Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, 
but you will follow afterward.” Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 
Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till you have denied 
me three times. (John 13:36-38) 
 
Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s 
name was Malchus.)  So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has 
given me?” (John 18:10-11) 
 

The Greatness of Blindness 20:29-34; 21:1-2; 21:9-11 
 
And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him.  
 

And behold, there were two blind men sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was passing by, 
they cried out, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!”  

 
The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent, but they cried out all the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, 
Son of David!”  

 
And stopping, Jesus called them and said, “What do you want me to do for you?”  

 
They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”  
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL EYES TO BE OPENED 
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do not cease to 
give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened,  
 

• HOPE:  that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,  
 

• RICHES: what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,  
 

• POWER: and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of 
his great might  that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all 
things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:15-23) 

 
And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they recovered their sight and followed him. Now when 
they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives then Jesus sent two disciples, saying 
to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. 
Untie them and bring them to me…. And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”  And 
when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the 
prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 
 


