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Palm Sunday: Preparation for the Cross 
Matthew 21:1-22 / September 5 

 
A) Birth of the Kingdom      Narrative 1 1:1-4:25  
B)  Blessings of the Kingdom     Teaching 1 5:1-7:29  
C)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 2 8:1-9:34  
D)    Mission of the Kingdom   Teaching 2 9:35-11:1 
E)     Rejection of the Kingdom  Narrative 3 11:2-12:50 
F)      Parables of the Kingdom Teaching 3 13:1-53  
E1)     Acceptance of the Kingdom Narrative 4 13:54-17:27 
D1)    Community of the Kingdom  Teaching 4 18:1-35  
C1)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 5 19:1-22:46 
B1)  Warnings of the Kingdom     Teaching 5 23:1-25:46 

 A1) New Birth of the Kingdom      Narrative 6 26:1-28:20  
 
 
1. The Humble Entry: Jesus Enters Jerusalem (Sunday) 21:1-11 
 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two 
disciples, saying to them,  
1. “Go into the village in front of you, and  
2. immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her.  
3. Untie them and  
4. bring them to me.  
5. If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”  

 
This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying, 
“Say to the daughter of Zion, / ‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 

 
Isaiah, the Prophet 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, / and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, / and her salvation as a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your righteousness, / and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name / that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, / and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, / and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, / and your land Married; 
for the LORD delights in you, / and your land shall be married. 
For as a young man marries a young woman, / so shall your sons marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, / so shall your God rejoice over you. 
On your walls, O Jerusalem, / I have set watchmen; 
all the day and all the night / they shall never be silent. 
You who put the LORD in remembrance, / take no rest, 
and give him no rest / until he establishes Jerusalem / and makes it a praise in the earth. 
The LORD has sworn by his right hand / and by his mighty arm: 
“I will not again give your grain / to be food for your enemies, 
and foreigners shall not drink your wine / for which you have labored; 
 but those who garner it shall eat it / and praise the LORD, 
and those who gather it shall drink it / in the courts of my sanctuary.” 
Go through, go through the gates; / prepare the way for the people; 
build up, build up the highway; / clear it of stones; / lift up a signal over the peoples. 
Behold, the LORD has proclaimed / to the end of the earth: 
Say to the daughter of Zion, / “Behold, your salvation comes; 
behold, his reward is with him, / and his recompense before him.” 
And they shall be called The Holy People, / The Redeemed of the LORD; 
and you shall be called Sought Out, / A City Not Forsaken.   (Isaiah 62:1-12)  
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humble, and mounted on a donkey, / on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’” 

 
Zechariah, the Prophet 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! / Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! 
Behold, your king is coming to you; / righteous and having salvation is he, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, / on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim / and the war horse from Jerusalem; 
and the battle bow shall be cut off, / and he shall speak peace to the nations; 
his rule shall be from sea to sea, / and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, / I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; / today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
For I have bent Judah as my bow; / I have made Ephraim its arrow. 
I will stir up your sons, O Zion, / against your sons, O Greece, / and wield you like a warrior’s sword. 
Then the LORD will appear over them, / and his arrow will go forth like lightning; 
the Lord GOD will sound the trumpet / and will march forth in the whirlwinds of the south. 
The LORD of hosts will protect them, / and they shall devour, and tread down the sling stones, 
and they shall drink and roar as if drunk with wine, / and be full like a bowl, / drenched like the corners of the altar. 
On that day the LORD their God will save them, / as the flock of his people; 
for like the jewels of a crown / they shall shine on his land. 
For how great is his goodness, and how great his beauty! / Grain shall make the young men flourish, / and new wine the young women. 
(Zechariah 9:9-17) 

 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and the colt and put on 
them their cloaks, and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed 
him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest!”  

 
Psalm 118 

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; / for his steadfast love endures forever! 
Let Israel say, / “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say, / “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the Lord say, / “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Out of my distress I called on the Lord; / the Lord answered me and set me free. 
The Lord is on my side; I will not fear. /  What can man do to me? 
The Lord is on my side as my helper; / I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord / than to trust in man. 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord / than to trust in princes. 
All nations surrounded me; /  in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; /  in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
They surrounded me like bees; / they went out like a fire among thorns; / in the name of the Lord I cut them off! 
I was pushed hard,[a] so that I was falling, / but the Lord helped me. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; / he has become my salvation. 
Glad songs of salvation / are in the tents of the righteous: 
“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly, / the right hand of the Lord exalts, / the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!” 
I shall not die, but I shall live, / and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
The Lord has disciplined me severely, / but he has not given me over to death. 
Open to me the gates of righteousness, / that I may enter through them / and give thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord; / the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me / and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected / has become the cornerstone. 
This is the Lord's doing; / it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; / let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we pray, O Lord! / O Lord, we pray, give us success! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! / We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
The Lord is God, / and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, / up to the horns of the altar! 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; /  you are my God; I will extol you. 
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; /  for his steadfast love endures forever!  (Psalm 118) 

 
And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?”   
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And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.” 
2.   The Holy Cleansing: Jesus Enters the Temple  (Monday) 21:12-17 
 

And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the temple, and he overturned the 
tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons.  
 
He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.” 
 

Psalm 
Thus says the LORD: 
“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 
for soon my salvation will come, / and my righteousness be revealed. 
Blessed is the man who does this, / and the son of man who holds it fast, 
who keeps the Sabbath, not profaning it, / and keeps his hand from doing any evil.” 
Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the LORD say, / “The LORD will surely separate me from his people”; 
and let not the eunuch say, / “Behold, I am a dry tree.” 
For thus says the LORD: 
“To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, / who choose the things that please me / and hold fast my covenant, 
I will give in my house and within my walls / a monument and a name / better than sons and daughters; 
I will give them an everlasting name / that shall not be cut off. 
“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, / to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, / and to be his servants, 
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, / and holds fast my covenant— 
these I will bring to my holy mountain, / and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices / will be accepted on my altar; 
for my house shall be called a house of prayer / for all peoples.” 
The Lord GOD, / who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 
“I will gather yet others to him / besides those already gathered.” (Psalm 118:1-7) 

  
Jeremiah 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:  
“Stand in the gate of the LORD’s house, and proclaim there this word, and say, Hear the word of the LORD, all you men of Judah who 
enter these gates to worship the LORD. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your deeds, and I will let 
you dwell in this place. Do not trust in these deceptive words: ‘This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the 
LORD.’ 
 
“For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if you truly execute justice one with another, if you do not oppress the sojourner, the 
fatherless, or the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not go after other gods to your own harm, then I will let you 
dwell in this place, in the land that I gave of old to your fathers forever. 
 
“Behold, you trust in deceptive words to no avail. Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and go 
after other gods that you have not known, and then come and stand before me in this house, which is called by my name, and say, ‘We 
are delivered!’—only to go on doing all these abominations? Has this house, which is called by my name, become a den of robbers in 
your eyes? Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the LORD. Go now to my place that was in Shiloh, where I made my name dwell at first, 
and see what I did to it because of the evil of my people Israel. And now, because you have done all these things, declares the LORD, and 
when I spoke to you persistently you did not listen, and when I called you, you did not answer, therefore I will do to the house that is 
called by my name, and in which you trust, and to the place that I gave to you and to your fathers, as I did to Shiloh. And I will cast you 
out of my sight, as I cast out all your kinsmen, all the offspring of Ephraim. (Jeremiah 7:1-15) 

 
And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them.  
 
But when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out in 
the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant, and they said to him, “Do you hear what 
these are saying?”  
 
And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, 
“‘Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies / you have prepared praise’?” 
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Psalm  
O LORD, our Lord, 
how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory above the heavens. / Out of the mouth of babies and infants, 
you have established strength because of your foes, / to still the enemy and the avenger. 
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, / the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, 
what is man that you are mindful of him, / and the son of man that you care for him? 
Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings / and crowned him with glory and honor. 
You have given him dominion over the works of your hands; / you have put all things under his feet, 
all sheep and oxen, / and also the beasts of the field, 
the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, / whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 
O LORD, our Lord, / how majestic is your name in all the earth! (Psalm 8) 

 
And leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there. 

 
 
3.  The Righteous Judgment: Jesus Returns to Jerusalem  (Tuesday) 21:18-22 
 

In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he 
went to it and found nothing on it but only leaves.  
 
And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered at once. 

 
Jeremiah: Judgment of the Fig Tree 

“You shall say to them, Thus says the LORD: 
When men fall, do they not rise again? / If one turns away, does he not return? 
Why then has this people turned away / in perpetual backsliding? 
They hold fast to deceit; / they refuse to return. 
I have paid attention and listened, / but they have not spoken rightly; 
no man relents of his evil, / saying, ‘What have I done?’ 
Everyone turns to his own course, / like a horse plunging headlong into battle. 
Even the stork in the heavens / knows her times, 
and the turtledove, swallow, and crane / keep the time of their coming, 
but my people know not / the rules of the LORD. 
“How can you say, ‘We are wise, / and the law of the LORD is with us’? 
But behold, the lying pen of the scribes / has made it into a lie. 
The wise men shall be put to shame; / they shall be dismayed and taken; 
behold, they have rejected the word of the LORD, / so what wisdom is in them? 
Therefore I will give their wives to others / and their fields to conquerors, 
because from the least to the greatest / everyone is greedy for unjust gain; 
from prophet to priest, / everyone deals falsely. 
They have healed the wound of my people lightly, / saying, ‘Peace, peace,’ / when there is no peace. 
Were they ashamed when they committed abomination? / No, they were not at all ashamed; / they did not know how to blush. 
Therefore they shall fall among the fallen; / when I punish them, they shall be overthrown, 
says the LORD. 
 When I would gather them, declares the LORD, / there are no grapes on the vine, / nor figs on the fig tree; 
even the leaves are withered, / and what I gave them has passed away from them.” 
 
Why do we sit still? 
Gather together; let us go into the fortified cities / and perish there, 
for the LORD our God has doomed us to perish / and has given us poisoned water to drink, / because we have sinned against the LORD. 
We looked for peace, but no good came; / for a time of healing, but behold, terror. 
“The snorting of their horses is heard from Dan; / at the sound of the neighing of their stallions / the whole land quakes. 
They come and devour the land and all that fills it, / the city and those who dwell in it. 
For behold, I am sending among you serpents, / adders that cannot be charmed, / and they shall bite you,” 
declares the LORD. (Jeremiah 8:4-17 / Also Jeremiah 24:8; 29:17; Hosea 9:10; Joel 1:12; Micah 7:1 

 
 
 
When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?”  
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And Jesus answered them,  
 
“Truly, I say to you,  
• if you have faith and do not doubt,  
• you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up 

and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.  
• And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.” 

 
Faith of the Apostles: Prayer of Boldness 

When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them.  
And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said,  
 

“Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, who through the mouth of our father 
David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 

“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, / and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, / and the rulers were gathered together, / against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 

for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place.  
And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, while you 
stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.”  

 
And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
continued to speak the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:23-31) 
 


