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Authority of the Kingdom: Rejection of the Jews in Three Parables 
Matthew 21:23-46/ 22:1-14 / September 12, 2020 

 
A) Birth of the Kingdom       Narrative 1 1:1-4:25  
B)  Blessings of the Kingdom     Teaching 1 5:1-7:29  
C)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 2 8:1-9:34  
D)    Mission of the Kingdom   Teaching 2 9:35-11:1 
E)     Rejection of the Kingdom   Narrative 3 11:2-12:50 
F)      Parables of the Kingdom  Teaching 3 13:1-53  
E1)     Acceptance of the Kingdom  Narrative 4 13:54-17:27 
D1)    Community of the Kingdom  Teaching 4 18:1-35  

C1)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 5 19:1-22:46 

B1)  Warnings of the Kingdom     Teaching 5 23:1-25:46 
A1) New Birth of the Kingdom      Narrative 6 26:1-28:20  

 
 
The Authority of Jesus Questioned: Jesus Questioned the Leaders    21:23-27 
 
And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was 
teaching, and said,  

“By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
 

And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city. And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a 
bed. And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.” And behold, some of the 
scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.” But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your 
hearts? For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he then said to the paralytic—“Rise, pick up your bed and go home.” And he rose and 
went home. When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men. (Matthew 9:1-
8) 

 
Jesus answered them,  

“I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?”  
 

John the Baptist 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them,  
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 
Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. (Matthew 3:7-10) 
 
And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He 
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am 
not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 
the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor 
Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing. (John 1:19-28) 
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And they discussed it among themselves, saying,  
“If we say,  

 ‘From heaven,’  
  
 he will say to us,  

 ‘Why then did you not believe him?’  
 
 But if we say,  

 ‘From man,’  
 
 we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.”   

 
So they answered Jesus,  

 “We do not know.”  
 
And he said to them,  

 “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 
 
Parable 1 21:28-32 
 

 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said,  
 ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’  
 

And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground 
the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the 
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Genesis 2:8-9) 
 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; / you drove out the nations and planted it. 
You cleared the ground for it; / it took deep root and filled the land. 
The mountains were covered with its shade, / the mighty cedars with its branches. 
It sent out its branches to the sea / and its shoots to the River. (Psalm 80:8-11) 
 
Let me sing for my beloved / my love song concerning his vineyard: 
My beloved had a vineyard / on a very fertile hill. 
He dug it and cleared it of stones, / and planted it with choice vines; 
he built a watchtower in the midst of it, / and hewed out a wine vat in it; 
and he looked for it to yield grapes, / but it yielded wild grapes. (Isaiah 5:1-2) 

 
 And he answered,  

 ‘I will not,’  
 

but afterward he changed his mind and went.  
 
And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered,  
 ‘I go, sir,’  

 
 but did not go.  
  
 Which of the two did the will of his father?”  

 
They said,  

 “The first.”  
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Explanation of Parable #1 
Jesus said to them,  

“Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you.   
  For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, 
 but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him.  
  And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.” 

 
 
Parable 2  21:33-44 
 

“Hear another parable.  
 
There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a 
tower and leased it to tenants, and went into another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants 
to the tenants to get his fruit.  

 
And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more 
than the first. And they did the same to them.   

 
Finally he sent his son to them, saying,  

  ‘They will respect my son.’  
 But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves,  

  ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.’  
And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.  

 
When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?”  

 They said to him, 
 “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the 
 fruits in their seasons.” 

 
Explanation of Parable #2 

 
Jesus said to them,  

 “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
“‘The stone that the builders rejected / has become the cornerstone; / this was the Lord’s doing, / 
and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

 
Psalm 118

“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, / the right hand of the LORD exalts, / the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 
I shall not die, but I shall live, / and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
The LORD has disciplined me severely, / but he has not given me over to death. 
Open to me the gates of righteousness, / that I may enter through them / and give thanks to the LORD. 
This is the gate of the LORD; / the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me / and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected / has become the cornerstone. 
This is the LORD’s doing; / it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the LORD has made; / let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we pray, O LORD! / O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! / We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
The LORD is God, / and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, / up to the horns of the altar! 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; / you are my God; I will extol you. 
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; / for his steadfast love endures forever
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Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
producing its fruits. And the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls 
on anyone, it will crush him.” 

 
“the one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces” 

For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me not to walk in the way of this people, saying: “Do 
not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread.  But the LORD of hosts, 
him you shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of 
offense and a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  And many shall 
stumble on it. They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.” (Isaiah 8:11-15) 

“when it falls on anyone, it will crush him” 
“You saw, O king, and behold, a great image. This image, mighty and of exceeding brightness, stood before you, and its 
appearance was frightening. The head of this image was of fine gold, its chest and arms of silver, its middle and thighs of 
bronze, its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it 
struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the 
gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them 
away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the 
whole earth. (Daniel 2:31-35) 
 
And in the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be 
left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, just as 
you saw that a stone was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the clay, 
the silver, and the gold. A great God has made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is certain, and its 
interpretation sure.” (Daniel 2:44-45) 

 
Response of the Leaders to the Parables   21:45-46 
 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them.  
And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
 
Parable 3   22:1-14 
 
And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying,  

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for his son, and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not come. 
 

Isaiah 62: Wedding Feast 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, / and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, / and her salvation as a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your righteousness, / and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name / that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, / and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
You shall no more be termed Forsaken, / and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, 
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, / and your land Married; 
for the LORD delights in you, / and your land shall be married. 
For as a young man marries a young woman, / so shall your sons marry you, 
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, / so shall your God rejoice over you. (Isaiah 62:1-5) 

 
Revelation 19: Wedding Feast 

Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of 
thunder, crying out, 

“Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God / the Almighty reigns. / Let us rejoice and exult / and give him the glory, / for the marriage of the Lamb 
has come, / and his Bride has made herself ready; / it was granted her to clothe herself / with fine linen, bright and pure”— 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, 
“These are the true words of God.” (Revelation 19:6-9) 

 
Again he sent other servants, saying, 
  ‘Tell those who are invited,  
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“See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding feast.”’ 
 

Feast for the Prodical Son 
And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran 
and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate.  For this my 
son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate. (Luke 15:20-24)  

 
But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, 
treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city.  
 

John the Baptist: Judgment Upon the Jews 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 
you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to 
the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. (Matthew 3:7-10) 

Jews Rejection of Jesus 
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you desolate. For 
I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” (Matthew 23:37-39) 

 
  Then he said to his servants,  

‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the 
wedding feast as many as you find.’  

And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good.  
 
So the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who 
had no wedding garment.  
 
And he said to him, 

 ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’  
And he was speechless.  

 
Then the king said to the attendants, 

 ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’  

Explanation of Parable #3 
 
For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 

But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the 
nourishing root of the olive tree, do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root 
that supports you. Then you will say, “Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in.” That is true. They were broken off because of 
their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but fear. For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he 
spare you. Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to you, provided you 
continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off. And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God 
has the power to graft them in again. For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a 
cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree. (Romans 11:17-24) 


