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Authority of the Kingdom: Why Did the Religious Leaders Hate Jesus? 
Matthew 22:15-46 / September 19, 2020 

 
Introduction:  

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 
And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
(Matthew 21:45-46) 
For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matthew 22:14) 

 
Opposition #1 by Pharisees: Either/Or Fallacy 

(22:15-22) 
 
The Trap (22:15-21a) 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words.     Evil Motives  
And they sent their disciples to him,               Indirect Confrontation  
along with the Herodians, saying,                Political Enemies 
 
 “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and      Flattery 
 you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances.     Impartiality  
 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”        Either/Or Fallacy 

 
 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,              Foreknowledge 

“Why put me to the test,                 Entrapment 

you hypocrites?                   True Motives 

Show me the coin for the tax.”               Indictment     
And they brought him a denarius.  

 
 And Jesus said to them,  

“Whose likeness and inscription is this?”             Rhetorical Question 

 
 They said,  

“Caesar’s.”  
 
The Response (22:21b) 

Then he said to them,  
“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and       Human Kingdoms 
  

Pharaoh king of Egypt 
For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the 
earth. But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth. You 
are still exalting yourself against my people and will not let them go. Behold, about this time tomorrow I will cause very heavy hail to 
fall, such as never has been in Egypt from the day it was founded until now. Now therefore send, get your livestock and all that you 
have in the field into safe shelter, for every man and beast that is in the field and is not brought home will die when the hail falls on 
them.”’” (Exodus 9:15-19) 
For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my 
name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.   
(Romans 9:17-18) 
 

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
While the words were still in the king’s mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The 
kingdom has departed from you, and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. 
And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High rules 
the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.” Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. (Daniel 4:31-33) 

Cyrus king of Persia 
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In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up 
the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: “Thus says 
Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a 
house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he is the God who is in Jerusalem. And let each 
survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides 
freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.” (Ezra 1:1-4) 
 

Pilate Roman Governor 
So Pilate said to him, “You will not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you and authority to crucify you?” 
Jesus answered him, “You would have no authority over me at all unless it had been given you from above. Therefore he who 
delivered me over to you has the greater sin.” (John 19:10-11) 
  

to God the things that are God’s.”              God’s Kingdom 
 

Moses 
And the LORD said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all the men who were seeking your life are dead.”  So Moses took his 
wife and his sons and had them ride on a donkey, and went back to the land of Egypt. And Moses took the staff of God in his hand. 
And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in your 
power. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go. Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, Israel is 
my firstborn son, and I say to you, “Let my son go that he may serve me.” If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn 
son.’” (Exodus 4:19-23) 

 
Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this 
matter. If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your 
hand, O king.  But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set 
up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the expression of his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven times more than it was usually heated. And he ordered some of the mighty men of 
his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace. (Daniel 3:16-20) 

 
Zerubbabel  

Then rose up the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and the Levites, everyone whose spirit God 
had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the LORD that is in Jerusalem. (Ezra 1:5) 
 

Jesus 
Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.”  And again 
he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, 
saying the same words again. Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” (Matthew 27:42-
46) 
 
 

The Reaction (22:22) 
When they heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away.

 
Opposition #2 by Sadducees: “What If” Absurdity Fallacy 

(22:23-33) 
 
The Trap (22:23-28) 

The same day Sadducees came to him, who say that there is no resurrection, and they asked him a question,  
saying,  

“Teacher, Moses said,  
‘If a man dies having no children, his brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for his brother.’  
 

Levirate Law 
“If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the wife of the dead man shall not be married outside the family 
to a stranger. Her husband’s brother shall go in to her and take her as his wife and perform the duty of a husband’s brother to her. 



 3 

And the first son whom she bears shall succeed to the name of his dead brother, that his name may not be blotted out of Israel.  
And if the man does not wish to take his brother’s wife, then his brother’s wife shall go up to the gate to the elders and say, ‘My 
husband’s brother refuses to perpetuate his brother’s name in Israel; he will not perform the duty of a husband’s brother to me.’  
Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him, and if he persists, saying, ‘I do not wish to take her,’  then his brother’s 
wife shall go up to him in the presence of the elders and pull his sandal off his foot and spit in his face. And she shall answer and say, 
‘So shall it be done to the man who does not build up his brother’s house.’ And the name of his house shall be called in Israel, ‘The 
house of him who had his sandal pulled off.’ (Deuteronomy 25:5-10) 

 
Now there were seven brothers among us. The first married and died, and having no offspring left his wife to his 
brother.  So too the second and third, down to the seventh. After them all, the woman died.  In the resurrection, 
therefore, of the seven, whose wife will she be? For they all had her.” 

 
The Response (22:29-32) 

But Jesus answered them,  
“You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God.  
For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.   
And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God:  

‘I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the dead, but of 
the living.” (Exodus 3:6) 
 
Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side 
of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire 
out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed.  
And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not burned.”  
 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!”  
And he said, “Here I am.”  
Then he said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”  
And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”  
 
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. (Exodus 3:1-6) 

 
The Reaction (22:33) 
 And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching. 
 

 
Opposition #3 by a Lawyer: Moral Conflict Fallacy   

(22:34-45) 
 
The Trap (22:34-36) 

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together. And one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  

“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?”  
 
The Response (22:37-45) 

And he said to him,  
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This is the great 
and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying,  

“What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?”  
They said to him,  

“The son of David.”  
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He said to them,  

“How is it then that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, 
“‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet”’? 

If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”  
 

Psalm 110 

The LORD says to my Lord: 

“Sit at my right hand, / until I make your enemies your footstool.”  

The LORD sends forth from Zion / your mighty scepter. / Rule in the midst of your enemies! 

Your people will offer themselves freely / on the day of your power, / in holy garments; 

from the womb of the morning, / the dew of your youth will be yours. 

The LORD has sworn / and will not change his mind, 

“You are a priest forever / after the order of Melchizedek.” 

The Lord is at your right hand; / he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 

He will execute judgment among the nations, / filling them with corpses; 

he will shatter chiefs / over the wide earth. 

He will drink from the brook by the way; / therefore he will lift up his head.  (Psalm 110) 
 

Sit at My Right Hand: Acts 2 
This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from 
the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. For David did not ascend 
into the heavens, but he himself says, “‘The Lord said to my Lord, / “Sit at my right hand, / until I make your enemies your footstool.”’ 
Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” 
(Acts 2:29-36) 

 
I will Make Your Enemies Your Footstool: I Corinthians 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man 
has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the 
Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 
The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put 
in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under him.  When all things are subjected to him, then 
the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. (I Corinthians 15:20-
28) 

 
Sit At My Right Hand and Make Your Enemies Your Footstool: Ephesians 

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may 
give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,  having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may 
know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might  that he worked in Christ 
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things 
under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 
1:16-23) 

 
Sit At My Right Hand: Hebrews 

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by 
his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and 
the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent 
than theirs. (Hebrews 1:1-4) 

 
Sit At My Right Hand: Hebrews 

And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, / and the heavens are the work of your hands; 
 they will perish, but you remain; / they will all wear out like a garment, 
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like a robe you will roll them up, / like a garment they will be changed. 
But you are the same, / and your years will have no end.” 
And to which of the angels has he ever said, 
“Sit at my right hand / until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 
Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1:10-14) 

 
Sit At My Right Hand: Hebrews 

Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the 
Majesty in heaven, a minister in the holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. For every high priest is appointed to 
offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to have something to offer. Now if he were on earth, he would not be 
a priest at all, since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things. For 
when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the pattern 
that was shown you on the mountain.” But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the 
covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises. For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have 
been no occasion to look for a second. (Hebrews 8:1-7) 

 
Sit At My Right Hand: Hebrews 

And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when Christ 
had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,  waiting from that time until his enemies 
should be made a footstool for his feet.  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified. (Hebrews 
10:11-14) 

 
Sit At My Right Hand: I Peter 

For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh 
but made alive in the spirit, in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison,  because they formerly did not obey, when God’s 
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for 
a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. (I Peter 3:18-22) 

 
Sit At My Right Hand: Revelation 

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he 
with me. The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on 
his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” 
After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, 
said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.” At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in 
heaven, with one seated on the throne. And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne 
was a rainbow that had the appearance of an emerald. Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones 
were twenty-four elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. From the throne came flashes of lightning, 
and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, 6 
and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four 
living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: 7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third 
living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. And the four living creatures, each of 
them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they never cease to say, 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, / who was and is and is to come!” 
And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever,  
the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They cast their 
crowns before the throne, saying, 

 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, / to receive glory and honor and power, / for you created all things, / and by your will they 
existed and were created.” (Revelation 3:20-4:11) 

 
The Reaction (22:46) 

And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more 
questions. 

 
  


