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Warnings of the Kingdom:  
The Signs and Preparations for the Prophecy and the Advent of Jesus 

Matthew 24:1-35 / October 3,2020 
 

A) Birth of the Kingdom      Narrative 1 1:1-4:25  
B)  Blessings of the Kingdom     Teaching 1 5:1-7:29  
C)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 2 8:1-9:34  
D)    Mission of the Kingdom   Teaching 2 9:35-11:1 
E)     Rejection of the Kingdom  Narrative 3 11:2-12:50 
F)      Parables of the Kingdom Teaching 3 13:1-53  
E1)     Acceptance of the Kingdom  Narrative 4 13:54-17:27 
D1)    Community of the Kingdom  Teaching 4 18:1-35  
C1)   Authority of the Kingdom    Narrative 5 19:1-22:46 

B1)  Warnings of the Kingdom     Teaching 5 23:1-25:46 
  A1) New Birth of the Kingdom      Narrative 6 26:1-28:20  

 
 

JESUS: My Prophecy of the Fall of Jerusalem  (24:1-2) 
Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the 
temple. But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here 
one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” (24:1-2) 

 
And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to 
him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and what 
wonderful buildings!” And Jesus said to him, “Do you see 
these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone 
upon another that will not be thrown down.” (Mark 13:1-2) 

And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned 
with noble stones and offerings, he said,  “As for these things that 
you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one 
stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” (Luke 21:5-6) 

 
The Destruction of the Temple by the Romans: Josephus in the Jewish Wars 

1. Stones of the Temple  
Now for the works that were above these foundations, these were not unworthy of such foundations; for all the cloisters were 
double, and the pillars to them belonging were twenty-five cubits in height, and supported the cloisters. These pillars were of one 
entire stone each of them, and that stone was white marble; and the roofs were adorned with cedar, curiously graven. The natural 
magnificence, and excellent polish, and the harmony of the joints in these cloisters, afforded a prospect that was very remarkable; 
(Book V, Chapter 5, Paragraph 2)  

 
2. Beauty of the Temple 

Now although anyone would justly lament the destruction of such a work as this was, since it was the most admirable of all the 
works that we have seen or heard of, both for its curious structure and its magnitude, and also for the vast wealth bestowed 
upon it, as well as for the glorious reputation it had for its holiness; yet might such a one comfort himself with this thought, that it 
was fate that decreed it so to be, which is inevitable, both as to living creatures, and as to works and places also. (Book VI, Chapter 4, 
Paragraph 8) 

 
3. Destruction of the Temple (75AD) 

And besides, many of those that were worn away by the famine, and their mouths almost closed, when they saw the fire of the holy 
house, they exerted their utmost strength, and brake out into groans and outcries again: Perea did also return the echo, as well as 
the mountains round about [the city,] and augmented the force of the entire noise. Yet was the misery itself more terrible than this 
disorder; for one would have thought that the hill itself, on which the temple stood, was seething hot, as full of fire on every part of 
it, that the blood was larger in quantity than the fire, and those that were slain more in number than those that slew them; for the 
ground did nowhere appear visible, for the dead bodies that lay on it; but the soldiers went over heaps of those bodies, as they ran 
upon such as fled from them. And now it was that the multitude of the robbers were thrust out [of the inner court of the temple] by 
the Romans, and had much ado to get into the outward court, and from thence into the city, while the remainder of the populace 
fled into the cloister of that outer court. As for the priests, some of them plucked up from the holy house the spikes that were upon 
it, with their bases, which were made of lead, and shot them at the Romans instead of darts But then as they gained nothing by so 
doing, and as the fire burst out upon them, they retired to the wall that was eight cubits broad, and there they tarried; yet did two of 
these of eminence among them, who might have saved themselves by going over to the Romans, or have borne up with courage, 
and taken their fortune with the others, throw themselves into the fire, and were burnt together with the holy house; their names 
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were Meirus the son of Belgas, and Joseph the son of Daleus. Nor was there any place in the city that had no dead bodies in it, but 
what was entirely covered with those that were killed either by the famine or the rebellion; and all was full of the dead bodies of 
such as had perished, either by that sedition or by that famine. (Book VI, Chapter 7, Paragraph 2) 

 
4. Titus Declares Victory by God: "We have certainly had God for our assistant in this war, and it was no other than God who ejected 

the Jews out of these fortifications; for what could the hands of men or any machines do towards overthrowing these towers?" At 
which time he had many such discourses to his friends; he also let such go free as had been bound by the tyrants, and were left in 
the prisons. To conclude, when he entirely demolished the rest of the city, and overthrew its walls, he left these towers as a 
monument of his good fortune, which had proved his auxiliaries, and enabled him to take what could not otherwise have been taken 
by him. (Book VI, Chapter 9, Paragraph 1) 

 
5. Birth and Destruction of the City: But he who first built it. Was a potent man among the Canaanites, and is in our own tongue called 

[Melchisedek], the Righteous King, for such he really was; on which account he was [there] the first priest of God, and first built a 
temple [there], and called the city Jerusalem, which was formerly called Salem.  
However, David, the king of the Jews, ejected the Canaanites, and set-tied his own people therein.  
It was demolished entirely by the Babylonians, four hundred and seventy- seven years and six months after him.  
And from king David, who was the first of the Jews who reigned therein, to this destruction under Titus, were one thousand one 
hundred and seventy-nine years;  
but from its first building, till this last destruction, were two thousand one hundred and seventy-seven  years;  
 
yet hath not its great antiquity, nor its vast riches, nor the diffusion of its nation over all the habitable earth, nor the greatness of 
the veneration paid to it on a religious account, been sufficient to preserve it from being destroyed. And thus ended the siege of 
Jerusalem.  (Book VI, Chapter 10, Paragraph 1)  

 
The Destruction of the Temple by the Romans: Jesus Christ’s Crucifixion  

1. And as Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside, and on the way he said to them, “See, we are going up to 
Jerusalem. And the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to death and 
deliver him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified, and he will be raised on the third day.” (Matthew 20:17-19) 

 
 
DISCIPLES: What are the Signs of Your Prophecy and Your Advent?  (24:3) 

 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying,  
1. Destruction of the Temple: “Tell us, when will these things be, and  
2. Advent of Jesus:    what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”  

 
JESUS: The Signs Preceding My Prophecy and My Advent  (24:3-14) 
  And Jesus answered them,  
 

1. Deception 
“See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they 
will lead many astray.  

 
Josephus: A false prophet was the occasion of these people's destruction, who had made a public proclamation in the city 
that very day, that God commanded them to get upon the temple, and that there they should receive miraculous signs of 
their deliverance. Now there was then a great number of false prophets suborned by the tyrants to impose on the people, who 
denounced this to them, that they should wait for deliverance from God; and this was in order to keep them from deserting, 
and that they might be buoyed up above fear and care by such hopes. Now a man that is in adversity does easily comply with 
such promises; for when such a seducer makes him believe that he shall be delivered from those miseries which oppress him, 
then it is that the patient is full of hopes of such his deliverance. (Book VI, Chapter 5, Paragraph 2)  
 
Thyatira Church: But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is 
teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, 
but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery with 
her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, and I will strike her children dead. And all the churches 
will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works. (Revelation 2:20-23) 
 

2. Wars 
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, 
but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and  
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Josephus: While the holy house was on fire, everything was plundered that came to hand, and ten thousand of those that 
were caught were slain; nor was there a commiseration of any age, or any reverence of gravity, but children, and old men, 
and profane persons, and priests were all slain in the same manner; so that this war went round all sorts of men, and 
brought them to destruction, and as well those that made supplication for their lives, as those that defended themselves by 
fighting. The flame was also carried a long way, and made an echo, together with the groans of those that were slain; and 
because this hill was high, and the works at the temple were very great, one would have thought the whole city had been on 
fire. Nor can one imagine anything either greater or more terrible than this noise; for there was at once a shout of the Roman 
legions, who were marching all together, and a sad clamor of the seditious, who were now surrounded with fire and sword. The 
people also that were left above were beaten back upon the enemy, and under a great consternation, and made sad moans at 
the calamity they were under; the multitude also that was in the city joined in this outcry with those that were upon the hill. 
(Book VI, Chapter 5, Paragraph 1) 

 
3. Disasters 

  there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth  
  pains. 
 

Josephus: Moreover, their hunger was so intolerable, that it obliged them to chew every thing, while they gathered such 
things as the most sordid animals would not touch, and endured to eat them; nor did they at length abstain from girdles and 
shoes; and the very leather which belonged to their shields they pulled off and gnawed: the very wisps of old hay became food 
to some; and some gathered up fibres, and sold a very small weight of them for four Attic [drachmae].  (Book VI, Chapter 3, 
Paragraph 3) 
 
She then attempted a most unnatural thing; and snatching up her son, who was a child sucking at her breast, she said, "O thou 
miserable infant! for whom shall I preserve thee in this war, this famine, and this sedition? As to the war with the Romans, if 
they preserve our lives, we must be slaves. This famine also will destroy us, even before that slavery comes upon us. Yet are 
these seditious rogues more terrible than both the other. Come on; be thou my food, and be thou a fury to these seditious 
varlets, and a by-word to the world, which is all that is now wanting to complete the calamities of us Jews." As soon as she had 
said this, she slew her son, and then roasted him, and eat the one half of him, and kept the other half by her concealed. 
Upon this the seditious came in presently, and smelling the horrid scent of this food, they threatened her that they would 
cut her throat immediately if she did not show them what food she had gotten ready. She replied that she had saved a very 
fine portion of it for them, and withal uncovered what was left of her son. Hereupon they were seized with a horror and 
amazement of mind, and stood astonished at the sight, when she said to them, "This is mine own son, and what hath been 
done was mine own doing! Come, eat of this food; for I have eaten of it myself! Do not you pretend to be either more tender 
than a woman, or more compassionate than a mother; but if you be so scrupulous, and do abominate this my sacrifice, as I 
have eaten the one half, let the rest be reserved for me also." After which those men went out trembling, being never so much 
affrighted at anything as they were at this, and with some difficulty they left the rest of that meat to the mother. Upon which 
the whole city was full of this horrid action immediately; and while everybody laid this miserable case before their own eyes, 
they trembled, as if this unheard of action had been done by themselves. So those that were thus distressed by the famine 
were very desirous to die, and those already dead were esteemed happy, because they had not lived long enough either to 
hear or to see such miseries. (Book VI, Chapter 3, Paragraph 4) 

 
4. Persecutions 

“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations 
for my name’s sake.  

 
Josephus: So this Fronto slew all those that had been seditious and robbers, who were impeached one by another; but of the 
young men he chose out the tallest and most beautiful, and reserved them for the triumph; and as for the rest of the multitude 
that were above seventeen years old, he put them into bonds, and sent them to the Egyptian mines Titus also sent a great 
number into the provinces, as a present to them, that they might be destroyed upon their theatres, by the sword and by the 
wild beasts; but those that were under seventeen years of age were sold for slaves. (Book VI, Chapter 9, Paragraph 2) 
Smyrna Church: “‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are 
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw 
some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will 
give you the crown of life. (Revelation 2:9-10) 
 
 

5. Apostasy 
And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another.  
And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray.  
And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold.  
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Josephus: But now at this time it was that one of the priests, the son of Thebuthus, whose name was Jesus, upon his having 
security given him, by the oath of Caesar, that he should be preserved, upon condition that he should deliver to him certain of 
the precious things that had been reposited in the temple came out of it, and delivered him from the wall of the holy house two 
candlesticks, like to those that lay in the holy house, with tables, and cisterns, and vials, all made of solid gold, and very heavy. 
He also delivered to him the veils and the garments, with the precious stones, and a great number of other precious vessels 
that belonged to their sacred worship. The treasurer of the temple also, whose name was Phineas, was seized on, and showed 
Titus the coats and girdles of the priests, with a great quantity of purple and scarlet, which were there reposited for the uses of 
the veil, as also a great deal of cinnamon and cassia, with a large quantity of other sweet spices, which used to be mixed 
together, and offered as incense to God every day. A great many other treasures were also delivered to him, with sacred 
ornaments of the temple not a few; which things thus delivered to Titus obtained of him for this man the same pardon that he 
had allowed to such as deserted of their own accord. (Book VI, Chapter 8, Paragraph 3) 
 
Ephesian Church: But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember therefore from 
where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its 
place, unless you repent. (Revelation 2:4-5) 
 
Pergamum Church: But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught 
Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual 
immorality.  So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon 
and war against them with the sword of my mouth. (Revelation 2:14-16) 
 
Sardis Church: “‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen what 
remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. Remember, then, what you 
received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I 
will come against you. (Revelation 3:1-3) 
 
Laodicea Church: “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because you 
are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.  For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need 
nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, 
so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be 
seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 19 Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and 
repent. (Revelation 3:15-19) 

 
6. Endurance 
 But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  
 

Sardis Church: Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me 
in white, for they are worthy. (Revelation 3:4)  
 
Philadelphia Church: Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is 
coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.  I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one 
may seize your crown. The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I 
will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my 
God out of heaven, and my own new name. (Revelation 3:10-12) 
 
Ephesus Church: “‘I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, 
but have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. I know you are enduring patiently 
and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. (Revelation 2:2-4) 

 
7. Evangelism 

And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all 
nations, and then the end will come. (24:3-14) 

 
 
 
JESUS:  Preparations for My Prophecy of the Fall of Jerusalem (24:15-21) 

 
“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy 
place (let the reader understand),  
1. then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.  
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2. Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, and let the one who is 
in the field not turn back to take his cloak.  

3. And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days!  
4. Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath.  
5. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until 

now, no, and never will be.  
Antiochus, King of Syria: 167 B.C.  

“At the time appointed he shall return and come into the south, but it shall not be this time as it was before. For ships of Kittim shall 
come against him, and he shall be afraid and withdraw, and shall turn back and be enraged and take action against the holy covenant. He 
shall turn back and pay attention to those who forsake the holy covenant. Forces from him shall appear and profane the temple and 
fortress, and shall take away the regular burnt offering. And they shall set up the abomination that makes desolate. He shall seduce 
with flattery those who violate the covenant, but the people who know their God shall stand firm and take action. And the wise among 
the people shall make many understand, though for some days they shall stumble by sword and flame, by captivity and plunder. When 
they stumble, they shall receive a little help. And many shall join themselves to them with flattery, and some of the wise shall stumble, so 
that they may be refined, purified, and made white, until the time of the end, for it still awaits the appointed time. (Daniel 11:29-35) 

 
JESUS:  Preparations for My Advent  (24:22-28) 

1. Sovereignty of God: And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for 
the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.  

 
2. Deception of False Prophets: Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do 

not believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as 
to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.  See, I have told you beforehand. So, if they say to you, ‘Look, 
he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it.  

 
3. Suddenness of the Advent: For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will 

be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.  
 
JESUS: Signs of My Advent (24:29-31) 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days  
1. the sun will be darkened, and  
2. the moon will not give its light, and  
3. the stars will fall from heaven, and  
4. the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  
5. Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and  
6. then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 

heaven with power and great glory.  
7. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four 

winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  
 
Jesus: The Metaphor  (24:32-35) 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson:  
as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is near.  
So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  
Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.  
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. (24:32-35) 


