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Warnings of the Kingdom: Be Ready for the Return of Jesus (Part 1) 
Matthew 24:36-25:13 / October 10, 2020 

  
 
RETURN OF JESUS: “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then will appear in heaven the sign of 
the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Matthew 24:29-31) 
 
SIGN OF JESUS’ RETURN: “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly, I say to you, 
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. (Matthew 24:32-35) 

 
 

When Will Jesus Return?    (Matthew 24:36) 
 

“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father 
only. (24:36) 
 

1000 Pastors:   56% Jesus will return in my lifetime 
     20% Jesus will not return in my lifetime 
     24% Not sure when Jesus will return  
 
“Vast Majority of Pastors See Signs of End Times in Current Events” (April 7, 2020)  
 https://lifewayresearch.com/2020/04/07/vast-majority-of-pastors-see-signs-of-end-times-in-current-events/    

 
 

What Does the Holy Spirit Temple Do While Waiting for the Return of Jesus? 
 
1. Stay Faithful During the Normalcy of Life (24:37-42) 

 
For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and 
they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  
Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left.  
Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left.  
Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.  

 
Sleeping in the Garden: Foreshadowing Staying Awake until Jesus’ Return 

 
And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray 
that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” Then he came to the disciples and said to 
them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be 
going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” (Matthew 26:40-41;45-46) 

 
2. Stay Faithful as If Waiting for a Thief  (24:43-44) 

 
But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.  
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.  
 

https://lifewayresearch.com/2020/04/07/vast-majority-of-pastors-see-signs-of-end-times-in-current-events/
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PAUL: Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves are 
fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then 
sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. But you are not in 
darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night 
or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. (I Thessalonians 5:1-6) 
 
PETER: But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be 
burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. (2 Peter 3:10) 
 
JOHN: (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked 
and be seen exposed!”)  (Revelation 16:15) 

 
3. Stay Faithful as a Wise Servant, not a Wicked Servant  (24:45-51) 

 
“Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their 
food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.  Truly, I 
say to you, he will set him over all his possessions.  
 
But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants and 
eats and drinks with drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him 
and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  

 
4. Stay Faithful in the Midst of Exhaustion (25:1-13) 

 
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 
Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with 
them, but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.  

 
As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish 
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since 
there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’  
 
And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the 
marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 
But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.  

 
Return of Jesus: Bride of Christ 

 
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for 
them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the 
dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what 
they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name 
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 
 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God.  He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 20:11-21:4 

Peter, The Rock of the New Temple: Stay Faithful While Preparing for the Return of the Lord 
Written in a prison in Rome waiting execution (64-67 AD) 
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Be Warned of False Prophecies That Conclude the Delay of the Lord’s Return Means the Lord Will Not Return 
 

This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere mind by 
way of reminder,  
that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through 
your apostles, knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own sinful 
desires. They will say, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are 
continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.”  (2 Peter 3:1-4) 
 

Yet, the Lord Will Return in Judgement as in the Days of Noah 
 

For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and 
through water by the word of God, and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and 
perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of 
judgment and destruction of the ungodly. (2 Peter 3:5-7) 

 
But The Lord’s Return is Not Delayed 
 

 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. (2 Peter 3:8-9) 

 
Yet the Lord’s Return Will Be Unexpected 
 

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies 
will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. (2 Peter 3:10) 

 
Therefore, Live Faithful Lives until the Return of the Lord 
 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, 
and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a 
new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
 
Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at 
peace. And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to 
the wisdom given him, as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in 
them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 
Scriptures.  
 
You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless 
people and lose your own stability.  
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day 
of eternity. Amen. (2 Peter 3:11-18)) 


