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Warnings of the Kingdom: Be Ready for the Return of Jesus (Part 2) 
Matthew 25:14-46 / October 17, 2020 

 
 

1. Stay Faithful During the Normalcy of Life            (24:37-42) 
2. Stay Faithful as If Waiting for a Thief    (During the night)       (24:43-44) 
3. Stay Faithful as a Wise Servant, not a Wicked Servant (During the evening)   (24:45-51) 
4. Stay Faithful in the Midst of Exhaustion   (During the evening and night)  (25:1-13) 

 
 

5.  Stay Faithful in Spite of Fear (During many days and nights)  (25:14-30) 
“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property.  

To one he gave five talents,  
to another two,  
to another one,  

to each according to his ability.  
Then he went away.  
 

But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it says, “When he ascended on high he led a 
host of captives, / and he gave gifts to men.” (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower 
regions, the earth? He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for 
building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to 
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow 
up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. (Ephesians 4:7-16) 
 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our 
serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 
who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:6-8) 

 
He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more.  
So also he who had the two talents made two talents more.  
But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.  
 
Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them.  
 
And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying,  

‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here,  
I have made five talents more.’  

His master said to him,  
‘Well done, good and faithful servant.  
You have been faithful over a little;  
I will set you over much.  
Enter into the joy of your master.’  

 
And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying,  

‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here,  
I have made two talents more.’  

His master said to him,  
‘Well done, good and faithful servant.  
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You have been faithful over a little;  
I will set you over much.  
Enter into the joy of your master.’  
 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of 
the love that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of 
the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among 
you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow 
servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. (Colossians 1:3-8) 
 
1. Tychicus will tell you all about my activities. He is a beloved brother and faithful minister and fellow servant in the Lord. I have 

sent him to you for this very purpose, that you may know how we are and that he may encourage your hearts,  and with him  
2. Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will tell you of everything that has taken place here. 
3. Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, and  
4. Mark the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you have received instructions—if he comes to you, welcome him), and 
5. Jesus who is called Justus. These are the only men of the circumcision among my fellow workers for the kingdom of God, and 

they have been a comfort to me.  
6. Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you may 

stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God. For I bear him witness that he has worked hard for you and for those in 
Laodicea and in Hierapolis.  

7. Luke the beloved physician greets you, as does Demas. Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and to Nympha and the 
church in her house. And when this letter has been read among you, have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see 
that you also read the letter from Laodicea. And say to  

8. Archippus, “See that you fulfill the ministry that you have received in the Lord.” (Colossians 4:7-17) 
 
 

TIMOTHY: If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the 
faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed. Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for 
godliness; for while bodily training is of some value, godliness is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and 
also for the life to come. The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. For to this end we toil and strive, because we 
have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe. (I Timothy 4:6-10) 

 
He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying,  

‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered 
 no seed,  
so I was afraid, and  
I went and hid your talent in the ground.  
Here, you have what is yours.’   

 
But his master answered him,  

1. ‘You wicked and slothful servant!  
2. You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed?  
3. Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have 

received what was my own with interest.  
4. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents.  

 
For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance.  
But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away.  
And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.’  

 
But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, 
arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not 
loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the appearance of godliness, 
but denying its power. Avoid such people. For among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened 
with sins and led astray by various passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and 
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Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. But they will 
not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men. (2 Timothy 3:1-9) 
 

6.  Stay Faithful Ministering to the Unexpected (End of Time) (25:31-46) 
 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and    
all the angels with him, then  
he will sit on his glorious throne.  
 

The Coming of the Lord: Zechariah 
Behold, a day is coming for the LORD, when the spoil taken from you will be divided in your midst. For I will gather all the nations against 
Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women raped. Half of the city shall go out into exile, 
but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city. Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations as when he fights 
on a day of battle. On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives 
shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half 
southward. And you shall flee to the valley of my mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you 
fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. 
(Zechariah 14:1-5) 
 

The Coming of the Lord: Paul 
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no 
hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 
For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede 
those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another 
with these words. (I Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
 

The Coming of the Lord: John 
Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of 
myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, 
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, / to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might / and honor and glory and blessing!” 
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, 
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb / be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” 
And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. (Revelation 4:11-14) 

 

Before him will be gathered all the nations, and  
 

Gather all the Nations: Isaiah 
“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall see 
my glory, and I will set a sign among them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the 
bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory 
among the nations. And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses and in chariots and in 
litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in 
a clean vessel to the house of the LORD. (Isaiah 66:18-20; Also Joel 3:11-12; Zephaniah 3:8; Zechariah 12:3, 14:2) 

 
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  
And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Separation of the People: Paul 
For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For 
while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that 
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 
So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord,  for we walk by faith, not 
by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at 
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home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. (2 Corinthians 5:1-10) 

 
Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  

1. For I was hungry and you gave me food,  
2. I was thirsty and you gave me drink,  
3. I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  
4. I was naked and you clothed me,  
5. I was sick and you visited me,  
6. I was in prison and you came to me.’  
 

Jesus: Feeds the Hungry, Welcomes the Stranger, Clothes the Naked, Heals the Sick, Frees the Enslaved 
They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately 
there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not 
even with a chain, for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the 
shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was always 
crying out and cutting himself with stones. And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. And crying out with a 
loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” For 
he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name 
is Legion, for we are many.” And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. Now a great herd of pigs was feeding 
there on the hillside, and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us enter them.” So he gave them permission. And the 
unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the 
sea and drowned in the sea. 
The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it was that had happened. And they came 
to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they 
were afraid. And those who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs. And 
they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons 
begged him that he might be with him. And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how 
much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how 
much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled. (Mark 5:1-20) 
 

Then the righteous will answer him, saying,  
1. ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or  
2. thirsty and give you drink?  
3. And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or  
4. naked and clothe you?  
5. And when did we see you sick or  
6. in prison and visit you?’  

 
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you 
did it to me.’ 

 
“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who sent me. The one who receives a prophet because he is 
a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and the one who receives a righteous person because he is a righteous person will receive a 
righteous person’s reward. And whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water because he is a disciple, truly, I say to 
you, he will by no means lose his reward.” (Matthew 10:40-42) 

 
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 
and his angels.  

1. For I was hungry and you gave me no food,  
2. I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,  
3. I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,  
4. naked and you did not clothe me,  
5. sick and  
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6. in prison and you did not visit me.’  
 
Then they also will answer, saying,  

1. ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or  
2. thirsty or  
3. a stranger or  
4. naked or  
5. sick or  
6. in prison, and did not minister to you?’  

 
Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to me.’  

 
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

 
The Garden of Eden: Separation of Two Trees 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, 
“You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that 
you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:15-17) 

 
The Ark of Noah: Separation of Two Families 

Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that you are righteous before me in this 
generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male 
and his mate, and seven pairs of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 
For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the 
face of the ground.” And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him. (Genesis 7:1-5) 
 

Nightfall:  Separation of Two Halves of Animal Sacrifices 
And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” But he said, “O Lord 
GOD, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 
three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against the 
other. But he did not cut the birds in half. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. Then the LORD said to 
Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants there, and they will be 
afflicted for four hundred years.  But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with great 
possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. And they shall come back here in the 
fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” (Genesis 15:7-16) 

 
The Red Sea: Separation of Two People Groups 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the 
morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters returned and 
covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained.  But 
the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. Thus the 
LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great power 
that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 
(Exodus 14:26-31) 
 

 
The Promise Land: Separation of the Two Nations 

So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great 
shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they captured the city. 
Then they devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the edge of the 
sword. (Joshua 6:20-21) 
 

The Field: Separation of the Two Plants 
He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but 
while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good 



 6 

seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you 
want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow 
together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but 
gather the wheat into my barn.”’” (Matthew 13:24-30) 
 

White Cloud: Separation of the Two Harvests  
Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp 
sickle in his hand. And another angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle, 
and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is fully ripe.” So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the 
earth, and the earth was reaped. 
Then another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. And another angel came out from the altar, the 
angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather 
the clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape 
harvest of the earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and 
blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia. (Revelation 14:14-20) 
 

White Throne: Separation of the Two Books 
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for 
them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the 
dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what 
they had done. Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name 
was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) 
 

Heaven and Earth: Separation of the Two Worlds 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw 
the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there 
be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:1-4) 


