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New Birth of the Kingdom: Participation with the Lamb of God 
Matthew 26:17-30 / October 31, 2020 

 
 

A)  Passover of Jesus          26:1-56   
 B)  Trials of Jesus           26:57-27:26  

  C)  Crucifixion of Jesus       27:27-61  

   D)  Resurrection of Jesus       27:62-28:20 

 
A)  Passover of Jesus  Matthew 26:1-56 

 
A) Before the Passover Meal—Preparation of the Lamb     26:1-16 
  B) During the Passover Meal—Participation with the Lamb   26:17-30 

A1) After the Passover Meal—Persecution of the Lamb      26:31-56 
  
 

Thursday Night (Friday Morning) 
 
Prophetic Preparation for the Passover Meal (26:17-19) 
 

The Passover Meal Preparation 
1. Lamb was presented to the priests in the Temple on Thursday afternoon, the blood was sprinkled on the altar, the fat was burned 

up, and the Lamb was returned while singing the Hallel (Psalms 113-118). 
2. Jewish homes were cleansed of any leavened bread and yeast. 
3. Lamb was prepared for the evening meal along with bitter herbs, wine, and unleavened bread.  
4. The Passover meal was required to be celebrated in Jerusalem after sunset (Friday). 
 

Opening Hymn Sung at the Passover 
When Israel went out from Egypt, / the house of Jacob from a people of strange language, 
Judah became his sanctuary, / Israel his dominion. 
 
The sea looked and fled; / Jordan turned back. 
The mountains skipped like rams, / the hills like lambs. 
 
What ails you, O sea, that you flee? / O Jordan, that you turn back? 
O mountains, that you skip like rams? / O hills, like lambs? 
 
Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, / at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
who turns the rock into a pool of water, / the flint into a spring of water.   (Psalm 114) 

 
Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying,  

“Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?”  
He said,  

“Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the 
Passover at your house with my disciples.’”  

And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover. 
 

Peter and John Prepare the Passover Meal 
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and 
prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it.” They said to him, “Where will you have us prepare it?” He said to them, “Behold, when 
you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters and tell the master of the 
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ And he will show you a large 
upper room furnished; prepare it there.” And they went and found it just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. (Luke 
22:7-13) 
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The Procedure of the Passover Meal 
1. The festival and the wine is blessed—followed by the first cup of wine. 
2. The food is brought in—unleavened bread, bitter herbs, greens, stewed fruit, roast lamb 
3. The son asks why this night is important—the family head recounts the exodus story, followed by praise for God’s past and future 

redemption from Psalms 113-115. 
 

4. The second cup of the wine is drunk.  
5. The unleavened bread is blessed, broken, and distributed; then it is eaten with the herbs and fruit, as the father explains the 

meaning of the bread.   
6. The full meal is eaten before midnight. 

 
7. The head of the family blesses a third cup of wine, followed by singing from Psalms 115/116-118. 

 
8. A fourth cup concludes the meal. (Lane)  

 
Prophetic Pronouncement of Judas’ Betrayal  (26:20-25) 
 
When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as they were eating, he said,  
 “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.”  
And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another,  
 “Is it I, Lord?”  
He answered,  

“He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray me.  
The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but  
woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had 
not been born.”  

Judas, who would betray him, answered,  
“Is it I, Rabbi?”  

He said to him,  
 “You have said so.” 
 

Cain and Abel: Judas and Jesus 
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD.”  And again, she 
bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD 
an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had 
regard for Abel and his offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no regard.  
So Cain was very angry, and his face fell.  
The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen?  If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do 
well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.” 
Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. (Genesis 4:1-8) 

 
Prophetic Interpretation of the Passover Meal  (26:26-30) 
 
Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat; this is my body.”  
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying,  

“Drink of it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins.  
I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.” 
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Passover 
1. The Exodus: In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall 

eat it in haste. It is the LORD's Passover.   (Exodus 12:11) 
2. The Wilderness: And they kept the Passover in the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month, at twilight, in the wilderness of Sinai; 

according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so the people of Israel did.    (Numbers 9:5) 
3. Joshua: While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in the evening on 

the plains of Jericho. (Joshua 5:10) 
4. King Hezekiah: So they decreed to make a proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, that the people should come and 

keep the Passover to the LORD, the God of Israel, at Jerusalem, for they had not kept it as often as prescribed. (2 Chronicles 30:5) 
5. King Josiah: And the king commanded all the people, “Keep the Passover to the LORD your God, as it is written in this Book of the 

Covenant.” For no such Passover had been kept since the days of the judges who judged Israel, or during all the days of the kings of Israel 
or of the kings of Judah. But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah this Passover was kept to the LORD in Jerusalem. (2 Kings 23:21-23) 

6. Return from Captivity: On the fourteenth day of the first month, the returned exiles kept the Passover. For the priests and the Levites 
had purified themselves together; all of them were clean. So they slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the returned exiles, for their 
fellow priests, and for themselves. It was eaten by the people of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by every one who had 
joined them and separated himself from the uncleanness of the peoples of the land to worship the LORD, the God of Israel. And they kept 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with joy, for the LORD had made them joyful and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to 
them, so that he aided them in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel. Ezra 6:19-22) 

7. Mary and Joseph and Jesus: Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve years 
old, they went up according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. 
His parents did not know it, (Luke 2:41-43) 

8. Jesus’ First Passover: After Turning Water into Wine: The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the 
temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, 
he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their 
tables.  And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” (John 2:13-17) 

9. Second Passover: Feeds 5000: Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4 Now the Passover, the feast of 
the Jews, was at hand. Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are 
we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” (John 6:3-5) 

10. Third Passover: Lazarus: Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went up from the country to Jerusalem before the 
Passover to purify themselves. They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the temple, “What do you think? 
That he will not come to the feast at all?” Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where he was, he 
should let them know, so that they might arrest him. Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, 
whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  (John 11:55-12:1) 

11. It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his 
father’s wife. And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be removed from among you. Your 
boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new 
lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the 
old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. (I Corinthians 5:1-2; 6-8) 
 

New Covenant 
For he finds fault with them when he says: 
 
• “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, / when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel / and with the house 

of Judah, / 
• not like the covenant that I made with their fathers / on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 

Egypt. / 
• For they did not continue in my covenant, / and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. / 
• For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel / after those days, declares the Lord: / 
• I will put my laws into their minds, / and write them on their hearts, / 
• and I will be their God, / and they shall be my people. / 
• And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor / and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ / 
• for they shall all know me, / from the least of them to the greatest. / 
• For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, / and I will remember their sins no more.” / 

 
In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away. 
(Hebrews 8:8-13; Jeremiah 31:31-34) 
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Fourth Cup: Wedding Feast 
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of 
thunder, crying out, 
“Hallelujah! / For the Lord our God / the Almighty reigns. / Let us rejoice and exult / and give him the glory, / for the marriage of the 
Lamb has come, / and his Bride has made herself ready; /  it was granted her to clothe herself / with fine linen, bright and pure”— / for 
the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. (Revelation 19:6-8) 
 

 
And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 
Last Hymn Sung at the end of the Passover Meal 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; / for his steadfast love endures forever! 
Let Israel say, / “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say, / “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the LORD say, / “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
 
Out of my distress I called on the LORD; / the LORD answered me and set me free. 
The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. / What can man do to me? 
The LORD is on my side as my helper; / I shall look in triumph on those who hate me. 
It is better to take refuge in the LORD / than to trust in man. 
It is better to take refuge in the LORD / than to trust in princes. 
 
All nations surrounded me; / in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 
They surrounded me, surrounded me on every side; / in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 
They surrounded me like bees; / they went out like a fire among thorns; / in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 
I was pushed hard, so that I was falling, / but the LORD helped me. 
 
The LORD is my strength and my song; / he has become my salvation. 
Glad songs of salvation / are in the tents of the righteous: 
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, / the right hand of the LORD exalts, / the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 
I shall not die, but I shall live, / and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
The LORD has disciplined me severely, / but he has not given me over to death. 
 
Open to me the gates of righteousness, / that I may enter through them / and give thanks to the LORD. 
This is the gate of the LORD; / the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me / and have become my salvation. 
 
The stone that the builders rejected / has become the cornerstone. 
This is the LORD’s doing; / it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the LORD has made; / let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Save us, we pray, O LORD! / O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! / We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
The LORD is God, / and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, / up to the horns of the altar! 
 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; / you are my God; I will extol you. 
Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; / for his steadfast love endures forever! (Psalm 118) 


