
 1 

Birth of the New Kingdom: Betrayal of Jesus by an Apostle and a Governor  
Matthew 27:1-26 /. November 21, 2020 

 
 
Introduction  (27:1-2) 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him 
to death. And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor. 
 
A) Caiaphas   26:57-68   

 B) Peter   26:69-27:2  

 B1) Judas  27:3-10   

A1) Pilate   27:11-26   

 
JUDAS BETRAYS JESUS.      

(27:3-10) 
 

Scene I: Judas’ Remorse 
 
JUDAS  Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back 
   the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying    
   innocent blood.”  
 

1. “‘Cursed be the man who makes a carved or cast metal image, an abomination to the LORD, a thing made by the hands of a 
craftsman, and sets it up in secret.’ And all the people shall answer and say, ‘Amen.’ 

 
2. “‘Cursed be anyone who dishonors his father or his mother.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
3. “‘Cursed be anyone who moves his neighbor’s landmark.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
4. “‘Cursed be anyone who misleads a blind man on the road.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
5. “‘Cursed be anyone who perverts the justice due to the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow.’ And all the people shall say, 

‘Amen.’ 
 
6. “‘Cursed be anyone who lies with his father’s wife, because he has uncovered his father’s nakedness.’ And all the people shall 

say, ‘Amen.’ 
7. “‘Cursed be anyone who lies with any kind of animal.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
8. “‘Cursed be anyone who lies with his sister, whether the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother.’ And all the 

people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
9. “‘Cursed be anyone who lies with his mother-in-law.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
 
10. “‘Cursed be anyone who strikes down his neighbor in secret.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
11. “‘Cursed be anyone who takes a bribe to shed innocent blood.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 
12. “‘Cursed be anyone who does not confirm the words of this law by doing them.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen.’ 

(Deuteronomy 27:15-26) 
 
LEADERS   They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.”  
 
 

Scene II:  Judas’ Suicide 
 
JUDAS  And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged    
   himself.  
 

Then I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give me my wages; but if not, keep them.” And they weighed out as my wages 
thirty pieces of silver. Then the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—the lordly price at which I was priced by them. So I 
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took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD, to the potter. Then I broke my second staff Union, 
annulling the brotherhood between Judah and Israel. (Zechariah 11:112-14 

Scene III: Judas’ Burial 
 
LEADERS   But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treasury,  
   since it is blood money.” So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place 
   for strangers.  Therefore that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.  
 
JEREMIAH Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty   
  pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they   
  gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord directed me.” 

 
Thus says the LORD, “Go, buy a potter’s earthenware flask, and take some of the elders of the people and some of the elders of the priests, and 
go out to the Valley of the Son of Hinnom at the entry of the Potsherd Gate, and proclaim there the words that I tell you. You shall say, ‘Hear 
the word of the LORD, O kings of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem. Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: Behold, I am bringing such 
disaster upon this place that the ears of everyone who hears of it will tingle.  Because the people have forsaken me and have profaned this 
place by making offerings in it to other gods whom neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah have known; and because they have 
filled this place with the blood of innocents, and have built the high places of Baal to burn their sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, which 
I did not command or decree, nor did it come into my mind— therefore, behold, days are coming, declares the LORD, when this place shall no 
more be called Topheth, or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter. And in this place I will make void the plans of Judah 
and Jerusalem, and will cause their people to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the hand of those who seek their life. I will give 
their dead bodies for food to the birds of the air and to the beasts of the earth. And I will make this city a horror, a thing to be hissed at. 
Everyone who passes by it will be horrified and will hiss because of all its wounds. And I will make them eat the flesh of their sons and their 
daughters, and everyone shall eat the flesh of his neighbor in the siege and in the distress, with which their enemies and those who seek their 
life afflict them.’ “Then you shall break the flask in the sight of the men who go with you, and shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: So 
will I break this people and this city, as one breaks a potter’s vessel, so that it can never be mended. Men shall bury in Topheth because there 
will be no place else to bury. (Jeremiah 19:1-11) 

PILATE BETRAYS JESUS    
(27:11-26) 

 
Scene I:  Pilate and Jesus 

 
PILATE:   Question #1     
    Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  
 

Herod: The Pilate at the Birth of Jesus 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”   
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, / are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; / for from you shall come a ruler / who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After 
listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over 
the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house, they saw the child 
with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
 
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and 
flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and 
his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in 
Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then 
was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: / “A voice was heard in Ramah, / weeping and loud lamentation, / Rachel weeping for 
her children; / she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” (Matthew 2:1-18) 

 
JESUS:   Reply #1 

Jesus said, “You have said so.”   
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LEADERS:   Accusation #1 
   But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders,  
 
JESUS:   Reply #2 
   he gave no answer.  
 
PILATE:    Question #2   
   Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?”  
 
JESUS:    Reply #3 
   But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 

Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and 
the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since 
through the law comes knowledge of sin. (Romans 3:19-20) 
 

 
Scene II:  Pilate and Barabbas 

 
PILATE:    Question #3   

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they 
wanted. And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate 
said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For 
he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him up. 

 
Now at the feast he used to release for them one prisoner for whom they asked. And among the rebels in prison, who had 
committed murder in the insurrection, there was a man called Barabbas. (Mark 15:6-7) 

 
WIFE:   Reply #1 

Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do 
with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a dream.”  

 
Five Dreams: Birth of Jesus 

1. JOSPEH:  But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21) 

2. MAGAI: And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. (Matthew 
2:12) 

3. JOSPEH: Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the 
child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” (Matthew 2:13) 

4. JOSPEH: But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt,  saying, “Rise, take the 
child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” (Matthew 2:19-20) 

5. JOSPEH: But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and 
being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. (Matthew 2:22) 

 
LEADERS:  Accusation #2 

   Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.  
 
PILATE:    Question #4   

  The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?”  
 
LEADERS:  Accusation #3 
   And they said, “Barabbas.”  
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Scene III:  Pilate and Crowds 

 
PILATE:   Question #5   
   Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”  
 
LEADERS:  Accusation #4 

  They all said, “Let him be crucified!”  
 

Fear of the Crowds 
1. HEROD: And though he wanted to put him (John the Baptist) to death, he feared the people, because they held him to be a 

prophet. (Matthew 14:5) 
2. PRIESTS/PHARISEES: When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about 

them.  And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
(Matthew 21:45-46) 

3. PRIESTS/PHARISEES: And the chief priests and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, 
because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching. And when evening came they went out of the city. (Mark 11:18-19) 

4. PHARISSES/SADDUCEES:  And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more 
questions. (Matthew 22:46) 

5. PRIESTS/ELDERS: Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the high priest, whose name was 
Caiaphas, and plotted together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be 
an uproar among the people.” (Matthew 26:3-5) 

 
PILATE:   Question #6    

 And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?”  
 
LEADERS:  Accusation #5 

  But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
 

Crucified: Outside of the Covenant 
 On a Tree: “And if a man has committed a crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a  tree, his 
 body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the same day, for a hanged man is cursed by  God. You shall 
not defile your land that the LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.  (Deuteronomy 21:23 /  Galatians 3:13)  
 Outside the Camp: But the flesh of the bull and its skin and its dung you shall burn with fire outside the camp; it is a sin 
 offering.  (Exodus 29:14 / Hebrews 13:12) 

 
PILATE:  Response to the Questions 

So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water 
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it 
yourselves.”  

 
LEADERS  Accusation #6 
   And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!”  
 

Destruction of Jerusalem 
Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the temple. But he 
answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here one stone upon another that will 
not be thrown down.” (Matthew 24:1-2) 

 
PILATE:  Decision 
   Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.  
 

 


