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Loving God; Loving Others 
Matthew 7:1-28 / March 7, 2020 

 
Introduction: Why Listen to the Teaching of Jesus?  

 
1. STORY:   Jesus’s Chronology Fulfills God’s History in the Old Testament     Matthew 1:1-17 
2. PROMISE:  Jesus’ Birth Fulfills God’s Covenant in the Old Testament      Matthew 1:18-2:23 
3. CHARACTER:  Jesus’ Baptism Fulfills God’s Righteousness in the Old Testament    Matthew 3:1-17 
4. IDENITITY:  Jesus’ Temptations Fulfills God’s Identity in the Old Testament    Matthew 4:1-11 
5. PRUPOSE:  Jesus’ First Ministry Fulfills God’s Mission in the Old Testament    Matthew 4:12-25 
 

 
 
Problem 1: Overly Critical with Believers: Self-examine first; other-examination second        (7:1-5) 

 
“Judge not, that you be not judged. For with the judgment you pronounce you will be judged, and with the 
measure you use it will be measured to you.  

Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  
Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when there is the log in your 
own eye?  

You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out 
of your brother's eye. 

 
• “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.    Matthew 5:7 
• When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 

you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the 
Lord.    I Cor 5:5 

• Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. 
Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.     Gal 6:1 

• Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 
But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin.    Heb 3:13 

 
 Problem 2: Overly Tolerant with Oppressors:  Avoidance of Direct Opposition    (7:6) 
 

“Do not give dogs what is holy, and  
do not throw your pearls before pigs,  
lest they trample them underfoot and  

turn to attack you. 
 

• And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house 
or town. Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than 
for that town.    Matthew 10:14 

• But whenever you enter a town and they do not receive you, go into its streets and say,  ‘Even the dust of your town 
that clings to our feet we wipe off against you. Nevertheless know this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’  I tell 
you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town.    Luke 10:11 

• But they shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy and 
with the Holy Spirit.    Acts 13:51 

• When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the 
Christ was Jesus. And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be 
on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” And he left there and went to the house of a 
man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to the synagogue.    Acts 18:5-7 
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Problem 3: Overly Doubtful with God: Keep Pursuing     (7:7-11) 
 

A)  “Ask, and it will be given to you;  
B)  seek, and you will find;  

C)  knock, and it will be opened to you.  
 
A1)  For everyone who asks receives, and  

B1)  the one who seeks finds, and  
C1) to the one who knocks it will be opened.  

 
Three Assurances of Prayer 

• Exaggeration: Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone?  
• Exaggeration: Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent?  
• Reality:   If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will  

your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 
 

Problem 4: Overly Angry with Others: Love as You Want to be Loved   (7:12) 
  
“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets. 

 
Other Religions 

1. Baha i Faith:  Lay not on any soul a load that you would not wish to be laid upon you, and desire not for anyone the things you 
 would not desire for yourself.  

2. Buddhism:  Treat not others in ways that you yourself would find hurtful 
3. Confucianism:  One word which sums up the basis of all good conduct: loving-kindness. Do not do to others what you do not 

want done to yourself. 
4. Hinduism:  This is the sum of duty: do not do to others what would cause pain if done to you. 
5. Islam:   Not one of you truly believes until yo wish for others what you wish for yourself.  
6. Jainism:   One should treat all creatures in the world as one would like to be treated 
7. Native Spirituality: We are as much alive as we keep the earth alive 
8. Sikhism:   I am a stranger to no one; and no one is a stranger to me. Indeed, I am a friend to all 
9. Taoism:   Regard your neighbor’s gain as your own gain and your neighbor’s loss as your own loss 
10. Unitarianism:  We affirm and promote respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part 
11. Zoroastrianism: Do not do unto others whatever is injurious to yourself 

 
Jesus’ Fulfillment of the Old Testament in the Book of Matthew 

1. Jesus’ virgin birth         1:22-23 25. Jesus explains the traditions of the elders  
2. Jesus’ birth place in Bethlehem     2:6 26. Jesus will judge all by their works  
3. Jesus’ departure to Egypt   2:15 27. Jesus appears with Moses and Elijah    
4. Herod’s murder of children   2:17-18 28. Jesus calls for multiple witnesses    
5. Jesus’ return to Nazareth.                  2:23 29. Jesus supports marriage    
6. Jesus’s baptism   3:15 30. Jesus addresses the rich young ruler’s behavior  
7. Jesus resists Satan from the scriptures  4:1-11 31. Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey  
8. Jesus preaches in Galilee to fulfill Isaiah  4:12-16 32. Jesus receives praise from crowds  
9. Jesus fulfills the law     5:17-20 33. Jesus cleans the temple    
10. Jesus heals leprosy; sends to the priest  8:1-4 34. Jesus declares the corner stone is rejected  
11. Jesus heals fever to fulfill the prophet Isaiah 8:1-4 35. Jesus says he is the resurrection of the dead  
12. Jesus seeks sinners, not the righteous  9:10-13 36. Jesus describes the two greatest commandments 
13. Jesus came to bring a sword, not peace  10:34-36 37. Jesus shows his sonship    
14. Jesus fulfills expectations of Messiah   11:1-6 38. Jesus says he sent prophets killed by the Jew  
15. Jesus testifies to John the Baptist  11:7-10 39. Jesus describes the end times judgement  
16. Jesus calls disciples to find rest  11:25-30 40. Jesus says darkness will appear at the end times  
17. Jesus justifies eating on the Sabbath.    12:1-7 41. Jesus predicts the apostles will desert him  
18. Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath  12:8 42. Jesus explains he could save himself  
19. Jesus warns disciples to remain silent 12:15-21 43. Jesus tells Caiaphas he will see the Son of Man  
20. Jesus offers the sign of Jonah as to his identity 12:18-42 44. Jesus killed and sheep scatter    
21. Jesus explains why he tells parables 13:10-17 45. Jesus explains Judas’ betrayal   
22. Jesus explains kingdom of heaven as a seed 13:31-32 46. Jesus’ garments given by lots. 
23. Jesus explains why he teaches in parables  13:33-35 47. Jesus prays from the cross of being forsaken  
24. Jesus explains the righteous will be saved  13:36-43  

Only Two Choices to Discipleship 
 
Two Paths: Difficult or Easy    (7:13-14) 
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“Enter by the narrow gate.  
 For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many.  
For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. 

 
The Narrow Road: The Israelites Travel Through the Wilderness 

For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were 
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank 
from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. 
Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did.  

• Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.”  
• We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day.  
• We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents,  
• nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.  

Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has 
come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to 
man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it. (I Corinthians 10:1-13 ESV) 

 
Two Trees:  Healthy or Diseased   (7:15-23) 
 

“Beware of false prophets,  
who come to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  
You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  

 
So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but  

the diseased tree bears bad fruit.  
A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit,  

nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.  
 
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
Thus you will recognize them by their fruits. 

 
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,  

but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  
 

On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord,  
• did we not prophesy in your name, and  
• cast out demons in your name, and  
• do many mighty works in your name?’  

 
And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

 
UNFAITHFUL SHEPHERDS: He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 
the sheep. John 10:12 

 
FALSE SHEPHERDS: Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for 
the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not 
sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them. 
Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. Acts 20:29 

 
DESTRUCTIVE SHEPHERDS: And the word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, say to her, You are a land that is not cleansed or rained 
upon in the day of indignation. 
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1. The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured human lives;  
2. they have taken treasure and precious things;  
3. they have made many widows in her midst.  
4. Her priests have done violence to my law and have profaned my holy things.  
5. They have made no distinction between the holy and the common,  
6. neither have they taught the difference between the unclean and the clean, and  
7. they have disregarded my Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them.  
8. Her princes in her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, shedding blood, destroying lives to get dishonest gain.  
9. And her prophets have smeared whitewash for them, seeing false visions and divining lies for them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord 

GOD,’ when the LORD has not spoken.  
10. The people of the land have practiced extortion and committed robbery.  
11. They have oppressed the poor and needy, and have extorted from the sojourner without justice.  
12. And I sought for a man among them who should build up the wall and stand in the breach before me for the land, that I should not 

destroy it, but I found none.  
Therefore I have poured out my indignation upon them. I have consumed them with the fire of my wrath. I have returned their way 
upon their heads, declares the Lord GOD.” Ezekiel 22:27 

 
Two Foundations: Rock or Sand      (7:24-27) 

 
A)  “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his 

house on the rock.  
B)    And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house,  
C)     but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock.  

 
A1)  And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built 

his house on the sand.  
B1)   And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and  
C1)    it fell, and great was the fall of it.” 

 
Jesus and Peter Walk on the Water 

 
Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he 
had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but the boat by this 
time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against them. And in the fourth watch of the night he came to 
them, walking on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they cried 
out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat 
and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save 
me.” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And when 
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” (Matthew 14:22-
33) 

 
Conclusion    (7:28-29) 

 
And when Jesus finished these sayings,  

the crowds were astonished at his teaching,  
for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes 

       
A) Story: Birth of the Kingdom. (1:1-4:25) A1)   Story: New Birth of the Kingdom. (26:1-28:20) 
B) Teaching: Blessings of the Kingdom. (5:1-7:29) B1)  Teaching:  Warnings of the Kingdom. (23:1-25:46) 
C) Story: Authority of the Kingdom. (8:1-9:34) C1)  Story: Authority of the Kingdom. (19:1-22:46) 
D) Teaching: Mission of the Kingdom.   (9:35-11:1) D1)  Teaching: Community of the Kingdom. (1-35)18: 
E) Story: Rejection of the Kingdom. (11:2-12:50) E1)  Story: Acceptance of the Kingdom. (13:54-17:27) 

F) Teaching: Parables of the Kingdom. (13:1-53) 
 


