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Authority of the Kingdom: Power of Jesus 
Matthew 8:1-22 / March 14, 2020 

 
Preach the Kingdom of the Gospel and Heal the sick: Matthew 8:1-9:38 

 
Cycle Healing Person Position Disorder Location Authority Passage 
1 1 1 man Jewish beggar Leprosy Mountain--crowds Body 8:1-4 

2 1 man Roman Servant Paralysis Capernaum Body 8:5-13 
3 1 woman Jewish Mother-in-law Fever Capernaum—house Body 8:18-22 
Teaching 1 2 men Scribe and disciple: Discipleship 8:18-22 

2 4 12 men Jewish disciples Storm Sea of Galilee Nature 8:23-27 
5 2 men Gentiles Demon-possession Gadarenes--cemetery Spirit 8:1 28-34 
6 1 man Jewish Paralysis Capernaum—outside Body 9:1-8 
Teaching 2 Men Matthew, Tax Collectors, Sinners, Pharisees, John’s Disciples: Discipleship   9:9-17 

3 7 1 woman Jewish Blood disorder Capernaum—outside Body 9:18-26 
8 1 girl Daughter of Jewish ruler Death Ruler’s house Death 9:18-26 
9 2 men Jewish beggars Blindness Capernaum—outside Body 9:27-31 
10 1 man Jewish Mute; 

demon-possession 
Capernaum Body 

Spirit 
9:32-34 

Teaching 3 Crowds Crowds: Discipleship  9:35-38 
 
 

Healing 1: Healing of Leprosy: The Gospel to the Jewish Outcasts (8:1-4) 
 

When he came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. And behold, a leper came to him and 
knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.”  

 
Effects of Leprosy: Separation 

“The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip 
and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ He shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall 
be outside the camp. (Lev 13:45-46) 
 

And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed.  

 
Sign of God’s Authoritative Healing of Moses  

Again, the LORD said to him, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” And he put his hand inside his cloak, and when he took it out, behold, his 
hand was leprous like snow. Then God said, “Put your hand back inside your cloak.” So he put his hand back inside his cloak, and when he 
took it out, behold, it was restored like the rest of his flesh. “If they will not believe you,” God said, “or listen to the first sign, they may 
believe the latter sign. If they will not believe even these two signs or listen to your voice, you shall take some water from the Nile and 
pour it on the dry ground, and the water that you shall take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground.” (Exodus 4:6-9) 

 
Sign of God’s Authoritative Healing of Miriam  

 When the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, like snow. And Aaron turned toward Miriam, and behold, she 
was leprous. And Aaron said to Moses, “Oh, my lord, do not punish us because we have done foolishly and have sinned. Let her not be as 
one dead, whose flesh is half eaten away when he comes out of his mother's womb.” And Moses cried to the LORD, “O God, please heal 
her—please.” But the LORD said to Moses, “If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be shamed seven days? Let her be shut 
outside the camp seven days, and after that she may be brought in again.”  So Miriam was shut outside the camp seven days, and the 
people did not set out on the march till Miriam was brought in again. After that the people set out from Hazeroth, and camped in the 
wilderness of Paran.  (Numbers 12:10-16)  
 

Sign of God’s Authoritative Healing of Naaman  
And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored, and you shall be 
clean.”  But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call upon 
the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, 
better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned and went away in a rage. But his servants came 
near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, 
and be clean’?” So he went down and dipped himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh 
was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. (2 Kings 5:10-14)    
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And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift 
that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 

 
Healing of Leprosy: Confirm it with the Priest and Present the Proper Sacrifice 

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “This shall be the law of the leprous person for the day of his cleansing. He shall be brought to the 
priest, and the priest shall go out of the camp, and the priest shall look. Then, if the case of leprous disease is healed in the leprous 
person, 

 
Seven Days 

1. TWO CLEAN BIRDS: the priest shall command them to take for him who is to be cleansed two live clean birds and cedarwood and 
scarlet yarn and hyssop.  

2. KILL ONE BIRD: And the priest shall command them to kill one of the birds in an earthenware vessel over fresh water.  
3. DIP LIVE BIRD IN BLOOD OF DEAD BIRD: He shall take the live bird with the cedarwood and the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, and dip 

them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water.  
4. SPRINKLE BLOOD SEVEN TIMES: And he shall sprinkle it seven times on him who is to be cleansed of the leprous disease.  
5. SET LIVE BIRD FREE: Then he shall pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird go into the open field.  
6. SHAVE, BATHE, AND WASH CLOTHES: And he who is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes and shave off all his hair and bathe himself 

in water, and he shall be clean. And after that he may come into the camp, but live outside his tent seven days. And on the seventh 
day he shall shave off all his hair from his head, his beard, and his eyebrows. He shall shave off all his hair, and then he shall wash his 
clothes and bathe his body in water, and he shall be clean. 

Eighth Day 
1. TWO MALE LAMBS, ONE EWE LAMB, GRAIN OFFERING: “And on the eighth day he shall take two male lambs without blemish, and 

one ewe lamb a year old without blemish, and a grain offering of three tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil, and one log of 
oil. And the priest who cleanses him shall set the man who is to be cleansed and these things before the LORD, at the entrance of 
the tent of meeting.   

2. KILL ONE MALE LAMB AS GUILT AND WAVE OFFERING: And the priest shall take one of the male lambs and offer it for a guilt 
offering, along with the log of oil, and wave them for a wave offering before the LORD.  

3. KILL ONE MALE LAMB IN PLACE OF SIN AND BURNT OFFERING: And he shall kill the lamb in the place where they kill the sin offering 
and the burnt offering, in the place of the sanctuary. For the guilt offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest; it is most holy.  

4. PLACE BLOOD ON THE HEALED: The priest shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest shall put it on the lobe of 
the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.  

5. PLACE OIL ON THE HEALED: Then the priest shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into the palm of his own left hand  and dip his 
right finger in the oil that is in his left hand and sprinkle some oil with his finger seven times before the LORD. And some of the oil 
that remains in his hand the priest shall put on the lobe of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right 
hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on top of the blood of the guilt offering. And the rest of the oil that is in the priest's hand he 
shall put on the head of him who is to be cleansed.  

6. OFFER LAMB AS BURNT OFFERING: Then the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD. The priest shall offer the sin 
offering, to make atonement for him who is to be cleansed from his uncleanness. And afterward he shall kill the burnt offering.  And 
the priest shall offer the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. Thus the priest shall make atonement for him, and he 
shall be clean. (Lev 14:1-20)  

 
Healing 2: Healing of Roman Soldier’s Servant: The Gospel to the Gentiles (8:5-13) 

 
When he had entered Capernaum, a centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, “Lord, my servant is 
lying paralyzed at home, suffering terribly.” And he said to him, “I will come and heal him.” (5-7) 

 
But the centurion replied,  
• “Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof,  
• but only say the word, and my servant will be healed.  
• For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.  
• And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ 

and he does it.” (8-9) 
 

When Jesus heard this,  
• he marveled and said to those who followed him,  
• “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith.  
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Ninevites’ Faith in Contrast to Northern Israel’s Lack of Faith 
ISRAEL’S LACK OF FAITH: In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel, 
began to reign in Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years. 24 And he did what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He did not depart 
from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which he made Israel to sin. (2 Kings 14:23-25) 
 
ASSYRIAN’S FAITH: Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the 
least of them. 
The word reached the king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with sackcloth, and sat in 
ashes. And he issued a proclamation and published through Nineveh, “By the decree of the king and his nobles: Let neither man nor 
beast, herd nor flock, taste anything. Let them not feed or drink water, but let man and beast be covered with sackcloth, and let 
them call out mightily to God. Let everyone turn from his evil way and from the violence that is in his hands. Who knows? God may 
turn and relent wand turn from his fierce anger, so that we may not perish.”When God saw what they did, how they turned from 
their evil way, xGod relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. (Jonah 3:4-10) 

 
• I tell you, many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the 

kingdom of heaven,  
 

Isaiah 
It shall come to pass in the latter days / that the mountain of the house of the LORD / 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, / and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, / and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, / to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways / and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, / and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. (Isaiah 2:2-3) 

 
Jeremiah 

At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of the LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of the LORD in 
Jerusalem, and they shall no more stubbornly follow their own evil heart. In those days the house of Judah shall join the house of 
Israel, and together they shall come from the land of the north to the land that I gave your fathers for a heritage. (Jeremiah 3:17-18) 
 

Micah 
It shall come to pass in the latter days / that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, / and it shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and peoples shall flow to it, / and many nations shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, / to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways / and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, / and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. (Micah 4:1-2) 
 

Zechariah 
“Thus says the LORD of hosts: Peoples shall yet come, even the inhabitants of many cities. The inhabitants of one city shall go to 
another, saying, ‘Let us go at once to entreat the favor of the LORD and to seek the LORD of hosts; I myself am going.’ Many peoples 
and strong nations shall come to seek the LORD of hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the favor of the LORD. Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: In those days ten men from the nations of every tongue shall take hold of the robe of a Jew, saying, ‘Let us go with you, for we 
have heard that God is with you.’” (Zechariah 8:20-23) 

 
Pentecost 

Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came 
together, and they were bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they were amazed and 
astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? 
Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,  Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear 
them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” (Acts 2:5-11) 

 
• while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth.” (10-12) 
 

And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed 
at that very moment. (13) 
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Healing 3: Healing of a Woman’s Fever: The Gospel to Women    (8:14-17) 
 

And when Jesus entered Peter's house, he saw his mother-in-law lying sick with a fever.  
He touched her hand, and the fever left her, and  
she rose and began to serve him.  

Women Healed 
 

• Peter’s Mother-in-law: Fever / Peter’s House in Capernaum   (Matthew 8:14-15) 
• Woman: Blood disorder / Crowds in Capernaum       (Matthew 9:20-22) 
• Gentile Daughter: Demon-possession / Crowds in Tyre and Sidon  (Matthew 15:21-28) 
• Woman: Crippling Demonic Spirit for 18 years / Synagogue    (Luke 13:10-17) 
• Jewish Daughter: Resurrected / Father’s House in Capernaum   (Matthew 9:18,23-26) 
 

That evening they brought to him many who were oppressed by demons, and he cast out the spirits with a word 
and healed all who were sick.  

 
Demon-Possession 

 
• Two men living in the cemetery met Jesus        (Matthew 8:28-34) 
• Mute man brought by others to Jesus      (Matthew 9:32-34) 
• Blind and mute man brought by others to Jesus      (Matthew 12:22-28) 
• Daughter of a Canaanite woman brought by mother to Jesus  (Matthew 15:22-28) 
• Son with seizures brought by father to Jesus     (Matthew 17:14-20) 

 
This was to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah: “He took our illnesses and bore our diseases.” 

 
Isaiah: Jesus’ Healings Foreshadow His Suffering and Death 

 
Who has believed what he has heard from us? / And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, / and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, / and no beauty that we should desire him. 
He was despised and rejected by men, / a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces / he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
Surely he has borne our griefs / and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, / smitten by God, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions; / he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, / and with his wounds we are healed.  (Isaiah 53:1-4) 

 
Teaching 1: Teaching After the Healings: Discipleship Is Costly (8:18-22) 

 
Now when Jesus saw a crowd around him, he gave orders to go over to the other side.  
 
TOO BROAD: And a scribe came up and said to him, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”  
And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
lay his head.”  
 
TOO RESTRICTIVE:  Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”  
And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury their own dead.” 

 


