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The Power and Authority of Jesus: Fear and Opposition to the Gospel 
Matthew 8:23-9:17 / March 21, 2020 

 
Preach the Kingdom of the Gospel and Heal the sick: Matthew 8:1-9:38 

 
Cycle Healing Person Position Disorder Location Authority Passage 
1 1 1 man Jewish beggar Leprosy Mountain--crowds Body 8:1-4 

2 1 man Roman Servant Paralysis Capernaum Body 8:5-13 
3 1 woman Jewish Mother-in-law Fever Capernaum—house Body 8:18-22 
Teaching 1 2 men Scribe and disciple: Discipleship 8:18-22 

2 4 12 men Jewish disciples Storm Sea of Galilee Nature 8:23-27 
5 2 men Gentiles Demon-possession Gadarenes--cemetery Spirit 8:1 28-34 
6 1 man Jewish Paralysis Capernaum—outside Body 9:1-8 
Teaching 2 Men Matthew, Tax Collectors, Sinners, Pharisees, John’s Disciples: Discipleship   9:9-17 

3 7 1 woman Jewish Blood disorder Capernaum—outside Body 9:18-26 
8 1 girl Daughter of Jewish ruler Death Ruler’s house Death 9:18-26 
9 2 men Jewish beggars Blindness Capernaum—outside Body 9:27-31 
10 1 man Jewish Mute; 

demon-possession 
Capernaum Body 

Spirit 
9:32-34 

Teaching 3 Crowds Crowds: Discipleship  9:35-38 
 
 
Healing #4: Healing of Calming the Storm: The Disciples Fear God’s Provision   8:23-28 

 
A)   And when he got into the boat,  
B)    his disciples followed him.  
C)   And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves;  
D)    but he was asleep.  
E)     And they went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.”  
E1)      And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?”  
D1)    Then he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and  
C1)   there was a great calm.  
B1)  And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even winds and sea obey him?” 
A1)   And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes,  
 

Lord of Creation: The Waters Created by God 
And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” And God made 
the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 
And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said, “Let the waters 
under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so.  God called the dry land Earth, 
and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. (Genesis 1:6-9) 

 
Lord of the Creation: The Waters Named by God 

A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. The name of the first is the Pishon. It is 
the one that flowed around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx 
stone are there. The name of the second river is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. And the name 
of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. (Genesis 2:10-14) 

 
Lord of the Flood: Noah Saved by the Ark 

Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, 
for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the 
earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make 
rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. (Genesis 6:11-14) 

 
Lord of the Sea: Israel Saved by the Parting of the Red Sea 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.  Israel saw 
the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in 
his servant Moses. (Exodus 14:30-31) 
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Lord of the River: Israel Saved by the Ark of the Covenant 
And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that the living God is among you and that he will without fail drive out from before 
you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth is passing over before you into the Jordan.  Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of 
Israel, from each tribe a man. And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, 
shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters coming down from 
above shall stand in one heap.” (Joshua 3:10-13) 

 
Lord of the Storms: David Saved from Saul in the Cave 

To the choirmaster: according to Do Not Destroy. A Miktam of David, when he fled from Saul, in the cave. 
Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me, / for in you my soul takes refuge; / in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, 
till the storms of destruction pass by. / I cry out to God Most High, / to God who fulfills his purpose for me. / He will send from 
heaven and save me; / he will put to shame him who tramples on me. Selah / God will send out his steadfast love and his 
faithfulness! (Psalm 57:1-3) 

 
Lord of Water Baptism: Believers Saved by Jesus’ Death and Resurrection 

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. (Romans 6:4-5) 

 
Lord of the Heavenly River of Life: The Church Saved  

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through 
the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each 
month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. (Revelation 22:1-2) 

 
Healing #5: Healing of Two Demon-possessed men: The Gentiles Fear God’s Deliverance   8:28-34 
 

And when he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demon-possessed men met him, 
coming out of the tombs,  
 

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there 
met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. (Mark 5:1-2) 

 
so fierce that no one could pass that way.  
 

1. He lived among the tombs.  
2. And no one could bind him anymore,  
3. not even with a chain,  
4. for he had often been bound with shackles and chains,  
5. but he wrenched the chains apart, and  

6. he broke the shackles in pieces.  
7. No one had the strength to subdue him.  
8. Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains  
9. he was always crying out and 

10.  cutting himself with stones. (Mark 5:3-5) 
 

And behold, they cried out, “What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us 
before the time?”  
 

1. And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him.  
2. And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do 

not torment me.”  
3. For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!”  
4. And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” (Mark 5:6-9) 

 
Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at some distance from them. And the demons begged him, saying, “If 
you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs.”  
 
And he said to them, “Go.”  
 
So they came out and went into the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the sea 
and drowned in the waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city they told everything, especially what had 
happened to the demon-possessed men.  
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And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, 
and they were afraid. (Mark 5:15) 

 
And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus, and when they saw him, they begged him to leave their region. 

 

And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 
As he was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him.  
And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he 
has had mercy on you.”  
And he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled. (Mark 5:17-20) 

 
Healing #6: Healing of the Paralytic: The Jews Fear God’s Forgiveness     9:1-7 

 
And getting into a boat he crossed over and came to his own city.  
And behold, some people brought to him a paralytic, lying on a bed.  
 

Mark’s Gospel 
1. And when he returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that he was at home.  
2. And many were gathered together, so that there was no more room, not even at the door.  
3. And he was preaching the word to them.  
4. And they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by four men.  
5. And when they could not get near him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above him, and  
6. when they had made an opening, they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. (Mark 2:1-4) 

 
And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, “Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven.”  
And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, “This man is blaspheming.”  
 

Blaspheming: Death by Stoning 
Now an Israelite woman's son, whose father was an Egyptian, went out among the people of Israel. And the Israelite woman's son and a 
man of Israel fought in the camp, and the Israelite woman's son blasphemed the Name, and cursed. Then they brought him to Moses. His 
mother's name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan. And they put him in custody, till the will of the LORD should be 
clear to them. 
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  

1. “Bring out of the camp the one who cursed, and let all who heard him lay their hands on his head, and let all the congregation 
stone him.  

2. And speak to the people of Israel, saying, Whoever curses his God shall bear his sin.  
3. Whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD shall surely be put to death. All the congregation shall stone him. The sojourner as 

well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death. (Leviticus 24:10-16) 
 
But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said,  
1. “Why do you think evil in your hearts?  
2. For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’?  
3. But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” 
—he then said to the paralytic— 
4. “Rise, pick up your bed and go home.”  
And he rose and went home.  
When the crowds saw it, they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men. 

 
Son of Man: Daniel’s Vision of Jesus’ Authority  

“As I looked, 
thrones were placed, / and the Ancient of Days took his seat; 
his clothing was white as snow, / and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames; / its wheels were burning fire. 
A stream of fire issued / and came out from before him; 
a thousand thousands served him, / and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 
the court sat in judgment, / and the books were opened. 
 
“I looked then because of the sound of the great words that the horn was speaking. And as I looked, the beast was killed, and its body 
destroyed and given over to be burned with fire. As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but their lives were 
prolonged for a season and a time. 
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“I saw in the night visions, 
and behold, with the clouds of heaven / there came one like a son of man, 
and he came to the Ancient of Days / and was presented before him. 
And to him was given dominion / and glory and a kingdom, 
that all peoples, nations, and languages / should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, / which shall not pass away, 
and his kingdom one / that shall not be destroyed. 
 
“As for me, Daniel, my spirit within me was anxious, and the visions of my head alarmed me. I approached one of those who stood there 
and asked him the truth concerning all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of the things. ‘These four great 
beasts are four kings who shall arise out of the earth. But the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the 
kingdom forever, forever and ever.’ (Daniel 7:9-18) 
 

Teaching #2: Discipleship of Matthew: Jesus Changes Your Social Status     9:9-13 
 
As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, 

“Follow me.”  
And he rose and followed him.  
And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining 
with Jesus and his disciples.  
And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples,  

“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”  
But when he heard it, he said,  

“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this means: ‘I 
desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 
Hosea: I Desire Mercy, and Not Sacrifice 

 “Come, let us return to the Lord; / for he has torn us, that he may heal us; / he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 
 After two days he will revive us; / on the third day he will raise us up, / that we may live before him. 
 Let us know; let us press on to know the Lord; / his going out is sure as the dawn; 
 he will come to us as the showers, / as the spring rains that water the earth.” 
 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
 What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
 Your love is like a morning cloud, / like the dew that goes early away. 
 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; / I have slain them by the words of my mouth, / and my judgment goes forth as the 

light. 
 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, /  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
 But like Adam they transgressed the covenant; / there they dealt faithlessly with me. 
 Gilead is a city of evildoers,/ tracked with blood. 
 As robbers lie in wait for a man, / so the priests band together; 
 they murder on the way to Shechem; / they commit villainy. 
 In the house of Israel I have seen a horrible thing; / Ephraim's whoredom is there; Israel is defiled. 
 For you also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed. / When I restore the fortunes of my people, (Hosea 6:1-11) 

 
Teaching #2: Discipleship to the New Wineskins: Jesus Changes Your Religious Traditions   9:14-17 

 
Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not 
fast?” 
 
Specific Example:  

And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? The days 
will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.  

 
Broad Application:  

No one puts a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the patch tears away from the garment, and a 
worse tear is made.  
Neither is new wine put into old wineskins. If it is, the skins burst and the wine is spilled and the skins are 
destroyed. But new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both are preserved.” 
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