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Palm Sunday: Jesus’ Passover Looks Back to Moses and Forward to Peter 
Acts 12 / March 27, 2021 

 
Introduction: Passover of Jesus 

And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”  
And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from now on I will not 
drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”  
And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  
And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. But behold, the hand of 
him who betrays me is with me on the table. For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that man by whom he is betrayed!”  
And they began to question one another, which of them it could be who was going to do this. (Luke 22:14-23, ESV) 

 
1. Murder of the Innocent (Acts 12:1-3a) 

About that time Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. He killed James the 
brother of John with the sword, and when he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. 

 
Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, “Every son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every 
daughter live.” (Exodus 1:22, ESV) 

  
2. Passover Feast  (Acts 12:3b) 
 This was during the days of Unleavened Bread.  
 

Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong 
hand the LORD brought you out from this place. No leavened bread shall be eaten. Today, in the month of Abib, you are going out.  
Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD. (Exodus 13:3-4; 6, ESV) 

 
3. Prayer of the Captivity  (Acts 12:4-6) 

And when he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, 
intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people.  So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for 
him was made to God by the church. Now when Herod was about to bring him out, on that very night, Peter was 
sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were guarding the prison.  
 

Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their 
taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out 
of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen 
the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children 
of Israel, out of Egypt.” (Exodus 3:7-10, ESV) 

 
4. Angel of the Lord; Light of a Fire  (Acts 12:7a) 
 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood next to him, and a light shone in the cell.  
 

Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his flock to the west side of the 
wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst 
of a bush. He looked, and behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. (Exodus 3:1-2, ESV) 
 
Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from 
before them and stood behind them, coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the 
darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night. (Exodus 14:19-20, ESV) 
 
And the LORD went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them 
light, that they might travel by day and by night. The pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night did not depart from before 
the people. (Exodus 13:21-22, ESV) 
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5. Dress Quickly to Leave (Acts 12:7b-8) 
He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.”  
 And the chains fell off his hands.  
And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put on your sandals.”  

And he did so.  
And he said to him, “Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.”  

“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. They shall 
eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. Do not eat any of it raw or boiled 
in water, but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. And you shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall burn.  In this manner you shall eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and 
your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, 
and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the LORD. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 
plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. (Exodus 12:7-13, ESV) 
 

6. Freed from the “Iron” Gate (Acts 12:9-10) 
And he went out and followed him. He did not know that what was being done by the angel was real, but 
thought he was seeing a vision. When they had passed the first and the second guard, they came to the iron gate 
leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and went along one street, and 
immediately the angel left him.  

 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea 
dry land, and the waters were divided. And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a wall 
to them on their right hand and on their left. (Exodus 14:21-22, ESV) 
 
But the LORD has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, out of Egypt, to be a people of his own inheritance, as you are 
this day. (Deuteronomy 4:20, ESV) 
 

7. Witnessing to the Deliverance  (Acts 12:11-17) 
When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the 
hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 
When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where 
many were gathered together and were praying. And when he knocked at the door of the gateway, a servant girl 
named Rhoda came to answer. Recognizing Peter’s voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and 
reported that Peter was standing at the gate. They said to her, “You are out of your mind.” But she kept insisting 
that it was so, and they kept saying, “It is his angel!” But Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they 
saw him and were amazed. But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord 
had brought him out of the prison. And he said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then he 
departed and went to another place. 

 
Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong 
hand the LORD brought you out from this place. No leavened bread shall be eaten. Today, in the month of Abib, you are going out. 
And when the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he 
swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, you shall keep this service in this month. Seven days you shall 
eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD. Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days; no 
leavened bread shall be seen with you, and no leaven shall be seen with you in all your territory. You shall tell your son on that day, ‘It 
is because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ And it shall be to you as a sign on your hand and as a memorial 
between your eyes, that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth. For with a strong hand the LORD has brought you out of Egypt. 
You shall therefore keep this statute at its appointed time from year to year. (Exodus 13:3-10, ESV) 
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8. Death of the Soldiers  (Acts 12:18-19) 
Now when day came, there was no little disturbance among the soldiers over what had become of Peter. And 
after Herod searched for him and did not find him, he examined the sentries and ordered that they should be 
put to death. Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea and spent time there. 

 
So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the 
Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the 
horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. (Exodus 14:27-28, ESV) 

 
9. Death of the Ruler  (Acts 12:20-23) 

Now Herod was angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon, and they came to him with one accord, and having 
persuaded Blastus, the king’s chamberlain, they asked for peace, because their country depended on the king’s 
country for food. On an appointed day Herod put on his royal robes, took his seat upon the throne, and 
delivered an oration to them. And the people were shouting, “The voice of a god, and not of a man!”  
Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten 
by worms and breathed his last. 

 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots, and upon their horsemen.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when 
the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. The waters returned 
and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them 
remained. But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on 
their left. (Exodus 14:26-29, ESV) 

 
10. Growth of the Word  (Acts 12:24) 

But the word of God increased and multiplied.  
 

Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the 
great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his 
servant Moses. (Exodus 14:30-31, ESV) 
 
Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, 
“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
The LORD is my strength and my song, / and he has become my salvation; 
this is my God, and I will praise him, / my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
The LORD is a man of war; / the LORD is his name. 
“Pharaoh’s chariots and his host he cast into the sea, / and his chosen officers were sunk in the Red Sea. 
The floods covered them; / they went down into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, / your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 
In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; / you send out your fury; it consumes them like stubble. 
At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; / the floods stood up in a heap; / the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 
The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, / I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. / I will draw my sword; my hand 
shall destroy them.’ 
You blew with your wind; the sea covered them; / they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 
“Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? / Who is like you, majestic in holiness, / awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? 
You stretched out your right hand; / the earth swallowed them. 
“You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; / you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 
The peoples have heard; they tremble; / pangs have seized the inhabitants of Philistia. 
Now are the chiefs of Edom dismayed; / trembling seizes the leaders of Moab; / all the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away. 
Terror and dread fall upon them; / because of the greatness of your arm, they are still as a stone, 
till your people, O LORD, pass by, / till the people pass by whom you have purchased. 
You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, / the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode, / the sanctuary, O 
Lord, which your hands have established. 
The LORD will reign forever and ever.” (Exodus 15:1-18, ESV) 
 


