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The Power of Jesus’ Resurrection to Change Your Life: The Life of Peter 

John 20 and 21 / Resurrection Sunday: April 3, 2021 
 

BEFORE THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 

1. Peter arrogantly rejects Jesus’ prediction of betrayal            (Matthew 26:30-36) 

2. Peter blindly disobeys Jesus’ request to watch and pray          (Matthew 26:36-41) 

3. Peter ignorantly strikes and cuts off the servant’s ear           (Matthew 26:51-56) 

4. Peter cowardly remains silent at Jesus’ trial             (Matthew 26:57-67) 

5. Peter openly denies Jesus three times               (Matthew 26:69-74) 

6. Peter bitterly weeps after the denial and deserts Jesus           (Matthew 26:75) 
 

AFTER THE ASCENSION OF JESUS 

1. Peter leads the appointment of a new apostle             (Acts 1:15-20) 

2. Peter preaches the first gospel message of the resurrected Jesus        (Acts 2:1-41) 

3. Peter offers healing of the lame man in the name of the resurrected Jesus      (Acts 3:1-10) 

4. Peter preaches the second gospel message of the resurrected Jesus       (Acts 3:11-26) 

5. Peter arrested for preaching the crucified and resurrected Jesus        (Acts 4:1-4) 

6. Peter preaches the crucified and resurrected Jesus before the Sanhedrin      (Acts 4:522) 

7. Peter rejoices with the church in suffering for the resurrected Jesus       (Acts 4:23-31) 

8. Peter continues to preach the resurrected Jesus            (Acts 4:32-37) 

9. Peter confronts the lies of Ananias and Sapphira            (Acts 5:1-11) 

10. Peter heals many in the name of the resurrected Jesus          (Acts 5:12-16) 

11. Peter arrested yet freed from Jail by the Lord’s angel           (Acts 5:17-20) 

12. Peter preaches the resurrected Jesus in the temple after the release       (Acts 5:21-26) 

13. Peter preaches before the Sanhedrin again the resurrected Jesus        (Acts 5:27-32) 

14. Peter beaten and warned to not preach the resurrected Jesus         (Acts 5:33-40) 

15. Peter rejoices for suffering in the name of the resurrected Jesus        (Acts 5:41) 

16. Peter continues to preach the resurrected Jesus in the temple and from house to house   (Acts 5:42) 

17. Peter (and apostles) appoints deacons to serve the Greek widows        (Acts 6:1-7) 

18. Peter witnesses the Stephen’s murder for preaching the resurrected Jesus      (Acts 6:8-60) 

19. Peter witnessed the persecution of the resurrected Jesus by Saul and the Jewish leaders  (Acts 8:1-3) 

20. Peter (and John) witnesses the Holy Spirit upon the Samaritans         (Acts 8:9-25) 

21. Peter (and the apostles) receives Saul after his conversion to the resurrected Jesus    (Acts 9:26-31) 

22. Peter heals Aeneas, a paralytic, in the power of the resurrected Jesus       (Acts 9:32-35) 

23. Peter raises Tabitha from the dead in the power of the resurrected Jesus      (Acts 9:36-43) 

24. Peter preaches the gospel of the resurrected Jesus to Cornelius and the Gentiles    (Acts 10:1-48) 

25. Peter reports to the Jewish Christian Church about the Gentiles belief in the resurrected Jesus (Acts 11:1-18) 

26. Peter witnessed the murder of James and his imprisonment for preaching the resurrected Jesus (Acts 12:1-5) 

27. Peter rescued from prison by the Lord’s angel and preaches to the church      (Acts 12:6-24) 
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Between the Resurrection and the Ascension of Jesus 
 

1. Peter Witnesses the Empty Tomb: BELIEVE IN JESUS          (John 20:1-10) 

 
• Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw 

that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other 
disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them,  
 “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”  

 
• So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. Both of them were 

running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. And stooping to look in, 
he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in.  
 
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, and 
 the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by 
itself.   
 
Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet 
they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  

 
• Then the disciples went back to their homes.   (John 20:1-10, ESV) 

 
2. Peter Witnesses the Resurrected Jesus: RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT       (John 20:19-23) 

 
• On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for 

fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them,  
  “Peace be with you.”  
 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they 
 saw the Lord.  
 
• Jesus said to them again,  
  “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  
 
• And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,  

 “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 
 forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” (John 20:19-23, ESV) 

 
3. Peter Witnesses the Miracles Catch of Fish: EVANGELIZE THE LOST      (John 21:1-8)  

 
• After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in 

this way. Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and 
two others of his disciples were together.  

 Simon Peter said to them,  
  “I am going fishing.”  
 They said to him,  
  “We will go with you.”  
 They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
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• Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus 
said to them,  
 “Children, do you have any fish?”  

 They answered him,  
 “No.”  

 He said to them,  
 “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.”  

 So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish.  
  
• That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter,  

 “It is the Lord!”  
When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, 
and threw himself into the sea. The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they 
were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.  (John 21:1-8, ESV) 

 
4. Peter Witnesses the Resurrected Jesus at Breakfast: EMBRACE FELLOWSHIP  (John 21:9-14) 

 
• When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread.  
 Jesus said to them,  
  “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.”  
  
• So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although 

there were so many, the net was not torn.  
Jesus said to them,  

  “Come and have breakfast.”  
 
• Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took 

the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish.  
 This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. (John 
 21:9-14, ESV) 

 
5. Peter Witnesses the Restoration by Jesus: SHEPHERD THE CHURCH     (John 21:15-17) 

 
• When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,  
  “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?”  
 He said to him,  
  “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  
 He said to him,  
  “Feed my lambs.”  
 
• He said to him a second time,  
  “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  
 He said to him,  
  “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”  
 He said to him,  
  “Tend my sheep.”  
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• He said to him the third time,  
  “Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  
 Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him,  
  “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.”  
 Jesus said to him,  

 “Feed my sheep.  (John 21:15-17, ESV) 
 
6. Peter Witnesses the Future: SUFFER FOR THE RESURRECTED CHRIST     (John 21:18-25) 

 
• “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, 

but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you 
do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying 
this he said to him, “Follow me.” 

 
• Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who also had leaned back 

against him during the supper and had said,  
  “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?”  
 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus,  
  “Lord, what about this man?”  
 Jesus said to him,  
  “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!”  

So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to 
him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 

 
• This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we 

know that his testimony is true. 
Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that 
the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. (John 21:18-25, ESV) 
 

PETER: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!” 
 

1. According to his great mercy,  
2. he has caused us to be born again  
3. to a living hope  
4. through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

 the dead,  
5. to an inheritance that is imperishable, 

 undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven 
 for you,  

6. who by God’s power are being guarded 
 through faith for a salvation ready to be 
 revealed in the last time.  
 

7. In this you rejoice,  
8. though now for a little while, if necessary,  you 

have been grieved by various trials,  
9. so that the tested genuineness of your faith—

 more precious than gold that perishes 
 though it is tested by fire— 

10. may be found to result in praise and glory  and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus  Christ.  

11. Though you have not seen him, you love him.  Though 
you do not now see him, you believe  in him and 
 rejoice with joy that is  inexpressible and filled 
with glory,  

12. obtaining the outcome of your faith, the  salvation of 
your souls. 
 

13. Concerning this salvation, the prophets who 
 prophesied about the grace that was to be  yours 
searched and inquired carefully,  

14. inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ  in 
them was indicating  

15. when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
 subsequent glories.  

16. It was revealed to them that they were serving not 
 themselves but you,  

17. in the things that have now been announced to  you 
 through those who preached the good news to  you 
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven,  

18. things into which angels long to look.  (I Peter 1:3-
 12,ESV) 


