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Preparing for Christmas: The Identity of Jesus Christ 
Matthew 1-2 / December 4, 2021 

 
 
JESUS IS AN AMBIGUOUS JEWISH MARTYR    Jesus Christ Superstar Movie (1071) 
 

JUDAS: My mind is clearer now. / At last all too well / I can see where we all soon will be. / If you strip away the myth from the man, / You 
will see where we all soon will be. Jesus! / You've started to believe / The things they say of you. / You really do believe / This talk of God is 
true. / And all the good you've done / Will soon get swept away. / You've begun to matter more / Than the things you say.  
JESUS: Why should I die? Oh why should I die? / Can you show me now that I would not be killed in vain? / Show me just a little of your 
omnipresent brain / Show me there's a reason for your wanting me to die / You're far to keen and where and how, but not so hot on why / 
Alright, I'll die! / Just watch me die! / See how I die!  

 

JESUS IS A FIGURATIVE SYMBOL      Miracle on 34th Street Movie (1994) 
 
MRS WALKER: I don’t believe there is any harm in not believing in a fictional character that many do believe is fiction.  
SANTA: But there is. I’m not just a whimsical figure. I’m a symbol. I’m a symbol of the human ability to be able to suppress the hateful and 
selfish tendencies that are a major part of our lives. If you can’t accept anything by faith, then you are doomed for life.  
JUDGE: We’re not here to prove if God exists, but we are here to prove that a being just as indivisible yet just as present exists.  The 
government puts its trust in God by faith and faith alone. It’s the will of the people that guides the government. And it was  and is their 
collective faith that a greater being exists that gave and gives cause to the inscription on this bill. (In God We Trust). And if the government of 
the United States can issue its currency, bearing a declaration of  trust in God without demanding physical evidence of the existence or non-
existence of a greater being, then the state of New York by a similar demonstration of collective faith of its people can accept that Santa 
Clause does exist and exists in the person of Kris Kringle.  

 

JESUS IS AN IMPERSONAL IDEOLOGY      Where Are You Christmas?  Song (2000) 
 
Where are you Christmas / Why can't I find you / Why have you gone away / Where is the laughter / You used to bring me / Why can't I hear 
music play / My world is changing / I'm rearranging / Does that mean Christmas changes too / Christmas is here / Everywhere, oh / Christmas 

is here / If you care, oh / If there is love in your heart and your mind / You will feel like Christmas all the time 
 

JESUS IS A “MATERIALISTIC MAGICIAN” (Naturalism + Pantheism)    The Da Vinci Code Movie (2003) 
 
History shows us Jesus was an extraordinary man, a human inspiration. That’s it. That’s all the evidence ever proved.  
But when I was a boy, when I was down in that well. I thought I was going to die. What I did, I prayed. I prayed to Jesus to keep me alive so I 
could see my parents again, so I could go to school again, so I could play with my dog. Sometimes I wonder if I was not alone down there.  
Why does it have to be human or divine?  
Maybe human is divine.  
Why couldn’t Jesus be a father and still be capable of all of those miracles?  
Well, here is the question: A living descendant of Jesus Christ, would she destroy faith, or would she renew it?  

 

Jesus is the Son of a Woman and the Son of the God of Creation 
1. Birth of the People of God Light to Food Genesis 1:3- 

GENEALOGY OF GENESIS  
In the beginning, God 

created the heavens and 
the earth. 

31 
2. Death of the People of God Adam to Noah Genesis 5:1-32 

3. Rebirth of the People of God Shem to Abram Genesis 11:10-32 
GENEALOGY OF MATTHEW 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 

1. Birth of the People of Israel Abraham to David Matt 1:1-6a 

2. Death of the People of Israel  Solomon to Jechoniah Matt 1:6b-11 

3. Rebirth of the People of Israel Jechoniah to Jesus Matt 1:12-16 

 
SCENE I: NEWS OF THE BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR, JESUS   (1:18-25 ESV)     
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Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 
they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man 
and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.  
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,  

“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.”  

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us).  
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not 
until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.   
 

News of the Birth of Creation (Genesis 1:1-2:4) 

 
• Spirit of God: The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 

the face of the waters. (Genesis 1:2, ESV) 
 

• Save His People: I will put enmity between you and the woman, / and between your offspring and her offspring; 
he shall bruise your head, / and you shall bruise his heel.” (Genesis 3:15, ESV)  
 

• God With Us: So God created man in his own image, / in the image of God he created him; / male and female he created them. (Genesis 
1:27, ESV) 

 
SCENE II: VISIT OF THE MAGI (2:1-12 ESV) 
 
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and 
have come to worship him.”  
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:   

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 
word, that I too may come and worship him.”  
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down 
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And 
being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.    

 
The Visit of the Prophet Samuel to Anoint David as the Shepherd King 

 
• Herod the King: But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No! But there shall be a king over us, that we also 

may be like all the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” And when Samuel had heard all 
the words of the people, he repeated them in the ears of the LORD. And the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey their voice and make them a 
king.” Samuel then said to the men of Israel, “Go every man to his city.” (I Samuel 8:19-22, ESV) 

 
• David the Shepherd: When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.” But the LORD said to 

Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as  man sees: 
man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before 
Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD 
chosen this one.” And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.”  
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Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” And he sent and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” Then Samuel took the 
horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. And 
Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. (I Samuel 16:6-13, ESV) 

 
One of the young men answered, “Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a man of valor, a man of 
war, prudent in speech, and a man of good presence, and the LORD is with him.” Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse and said, “Send 
me David your son, who is with the sheep.” (I Samuel 16:18-19, ESV) 

 

• David the Ruler: Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I come to you in 
the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the LORD will deliver you into  my hand, 
and I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the birds of the 
air and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel,  and that all this assembly may know that 
the LORD saves not with sword and spear. For the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give you into our hand.” ( I Samuel 17:45-47, ESV) 

 
SCENE III: FLIGHT TO EGYPT  (2:13-15 ESV) 
 
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,  

“Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is 
about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  

And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death 
of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet,  

“Out of Egypt I called my son.”   
 

Joseph and Jacob in Egypt 
 

• Herod Tries to Kill Jesus/ Brothers Try to Kill Joseph: They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they conspired against 
him to kill him. They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then 
we will say that a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of his dreams.” (Genesis 37:18-20, ESV) 

 

• Jesus Flees to Egypt/ Joseph Sold to Egypt: Meanwhile the Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard. (Genesis 37:36, ESV) 

 

• Mary and Joseph Protected in Egypt/ Joseph Protected in Prison: And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, the place 
where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and 
gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who were in 
the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in 
Joseph’s charge, because the LORD was with him. And whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed.  

 
• God Protects Jesus/ Joseph’s Two Sons: Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. Asenath, the daughter of 

Potiphera priest of On, bore them to him. Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. “For,” he said, “God has made me forget all 
my hardship and all my father’s house.” The name of the second he called Ephraim, “For God has made me fruitful in the land of my 
affliction.” (Genesis 41:50-52, ESV) 

 

• Jesus Flees to Egypt/ Ten Brothers Flee to Egypt: When Jacob learned that there was grain for sale in Egypt, he said to his sons, “Why do 
you look at one another?” And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain for sale in Egypt. Go down and buy grain for us there, 
that we may live and not die.” (Genesis 42:1-2, ESV) 

 
• Joseph’s Dream/ Jacob’s Vision: So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the God 

of his father Isaac.  And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “I am 
God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. I myself will go down 
with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.” (Genesis 46:1-4, ESV) 

 
But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to 
bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them. (Genesis 50:19-21, ESV) 

 
• Out of Egypt I Called My Son/ Jacob’s Body Returned to Canaan: Thus his sons did for him as he had commanded them, for his sons 

carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field at Machpelah, to the east of Mamre, which Abraham bought 
with the field from Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. (Genesis 50:12-13, ESV) 
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SCENE IV: MURDER OF THE INFANTS BY KING HEROD (2:16-18 ESV) 
 
Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the 
male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he 
had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:   

“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 
refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”  

 
Murder of the Nation of Israel by Assyria and Babylon 

 
• Murder of the Males/ Captivity of Judea: “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: Because you have not obeyed my words,  behold, I will 

send for all the tribes of the north, declares the LORD, and for Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and I will bring them 
against this land and its inhabitants, and against all these surrounding nations. I will devote them to destruction, and make them a horror, 
a hissing, and an everlasting desolation. Moreover, I will banish from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the 
bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the grinding of the millstones and the light of the lamp. This whole land shall become a ruin and a 
waste, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. (Jeremiah 25:8-11, ESV) 

 
• Thus says the LORD: 

“A voice is heard in Ramah, / lamentation and bitter weeping. 
Rachel is weeping for her children; / she refuses to be comforted for her children, / because they are no more.”  
Thus says the LORD: 
“Keep your voice from weeping, / and your eyes from tears, 
for there is a reward for your work, declares the LORD, / and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 
There is hope for your future,  declares the LORD, / and your children shall come back to their own country. 
I have heard Ephraim grieving, 
‘You have disciplined me, and I was disciplined, / like an untrained calf; 
bring me back that I may be restored, / for you are the LORD my God. (Jeremiah 31:15-18) 

 
SCENE V: RETURN TO NAZARETH (2:19-23 ESV) 
 
But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying,  

“Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life 
are dead.”  

And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus 
was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he 
withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was spoken by 
the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene.  (Matthew 2:19-23, ESV) 

 
Return of the Nation of Israel from Captivity to the Promise Land 

 
• Jesus Returns to Nazareth  Due to the Fear of his Death/ Israel returns to the Land: Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin 

heard that the returned exiles were building a temple to the LORD, the God of Israel,  they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of 
fathers’ houses and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we worship your God as you do, and we have been sacrificing to him ever 
since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria who brought us here.” But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the heads of fathers’ houses 
in Israel said to them, “You have nothing to do with us in building a house to our God; but we alone will build to the LORD, the God of  
Israel, as King Cyrus the king of Persia has commanded us.” 
Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah and made them afraid to build and bribed counselors against them to 
frustrate their purpose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of Darius king of Persia. (Ezra 4:1-5, ESV) 

 


